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Ho' many of my Countrymen ap- 


PrTITIoN preſented to the HoRſe 

of Peers laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
by Six NosLt Lox Ds of Scotland; yet to me 
it gave the utmoſt Concern, I was from the 
Beginning, highly ſenſible of the Danger 
with which our Conſtitution was threatned 
from that Quarter ; and therefore, as a Free- 


born Subject of Great Britain, I found my- 


ſelf naturally intereſted in the Event of that 
Affair. Tho' the rejecting of the Petition 
gave me great Uneaſineſs, yet while the S/ 


| ion continued, I pleaſed myſelf with the 


Hopes, that the Affair would be put into 
ſome other Shape, and ſtrictly enquired into, 


either by that Houſe, or the other; but the 
Seſſion ending, without ſo much as an At- 


tempt made in either Houſe for that Pur- 
poſe, my Hopes all vaniſhed, and they were 
ſucceeded by the moſt diſmal Apprehenſions. 


In 


peared but little affected with the 


=t_ 


2 8 ne . ( Tk } 1 | | | 
In this troubleſome State of Mind, it was 
natural to ſeek for Comfort in my own Ima- 
gination,; and accordingly, from the little | 
Notice that was taken of the Affair, 1 
endeavour'd to perſwade myſelf, that tge 
Noble Lords Petitioners were certainly miſ- 
taken; and that there was not the leaſt 
Ground to ſuſpe& any ſuch Practices as they 
had complain'd of: 'To confirm myſelf in 
this Opinion, I endeavoured to get as much 
into the Secret of that Affair as I could; and 
tho all my Endeavours ſignified little, yet 
bo Fortune ſupplied, what Induſtry could not 
attain to; and by meer Accident, I got Poſ- 
ſeſſion of. a great Number of Papers, which 
I am aſſur d were copy'd from Originals, and 
were delign'd to have been made uſe of by 
the Managers in the Houſe of Lords, if their 
TLordſhips had thought fit to enter into an 
Enquiry into that Affair. But from the 
Peruſal of thoſe Papers, I was ſoon convin- 
ced the Noble Lords Petitioners, were far 
from being miſtaken ; for tho' but few of the 
Proofs, upon which they founded their Com- 
plaint, ean be ſuppoſed to have. come to my 
Hands ; yet from theſe I have, there appears | 
do be too much Reaſon to ſuſpect, that the - | 
| moſt Treaſonable Prattices were made uſe 
of at the laft Election of Peers for Scotland. 
It is not proper to publiſh the Names of 
the Witneſſes, or of the Perſons accuſed, till 
they come to be publiſhed in a egal and 
conſtitutional Manner. The Practices are 
what the Publick ought chiefly to regard, and 
they are Crimes which, in my Opinion, _ 
141 . FA 5 f 0. 


- - - 
* 7 
» — 1 6 
4 0 & „ 
e d Rn tenet eG er nents Av x; en _— — — aha + . * * » 
4 2 a ” 9 _ 
FF. 2 * 
£ N 4 5 
, — 
I q 
- 
4 — 


, f 


Land 
„ 


ö 


„„ e 


, t,-4a0 
",7,208 
B "; 
>» HV 4 
2 
— : 
46 
2 
bs. 


\ 


a Ys RY. Pb WE \ n F EF. ot 7 . . 
2 I * - " "4 
- . *. 
x: . : we £ \ 
L * 
N ; \ 
1 2 
9 * 
; 
| 2 


ſo directly at His Majeſty's Government, and 


* our Happy Conſtitution, that after having 


been complained of in ſuch a ſolemn Manner, 
I muſt think it impoſſible they ſhould eſcape 
being enquired into by Parliament, unleſs 
we ſuppoſe, (which God forbid) That the 
Majority of both Houſes of Parliament have 
a greater Regard for the Perſons who may 
probably be accuſed, than they have for their 
King or their Country. | 

I ſhall not take it upon me to affirm, that 
the Perſons ſuſpected are really guilty ; on 


the contrary, for the Sake of them, for the 


Sake of my Country, I wiſh they may be 
able to juſtify themſelves in the moſt ample 
manner, upon a fair and impartial Enquiry : 
But if they are really guilty, our Conſtitution 
cannot be preſerved, His Majeſty's Govern- 
ment cannot remain ſecure, without a ſtrict 


* FEnquiry, and a ſevere Puniſhment ; and if 
they are innocent, their Characters as Men 


of Honour, and as good Subjects, cannot be 
vindicated without a fair and an open En- 
quiry : In the firſt Caſe, every Man of Ho- 


nour in the Nation ought to promote an 


Enquiry ; in the laſt, the Gentlemen accuſed 
or ſuſpected, ought to infiſt upon it; and 


therefore, as a Friend to my Country, if they 
are guilty, as a Friend to them if they are 


innocent, I reſolved to uſe my beſt Endea- 
vours to promote 2 free and impartial En- 


quiry into that Affair. 


This Reſolution gave occaſion to the fol- 


lowing Eflay, and I found it neceſſary to pub- 
_ lth, by way of Appendix, the Copies of fome 
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of thoſe Teſtimonies or 
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idences; which, it 
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could give, if required, in relation to the 24. 
legal Prattives made uſe of at the Laſt E- 
lection of the Sixteen Peers for Scotland; 


For as my 'Defign was to ſhew the Neceſlity 


of inquiring into theſe Practices, I was ob- 
liged to give my Reaſons for ſuſpecting that 


* 


of ; therefore 1 hope the N---/e + and 


dome ſuch Practices were actually made uſe 


publiſhed, will .excuſe: the Liberty I have 
nee 2 - 
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others, whoſe. private Memorandum I have 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE firſt Principles of Vm rux, Hoxous, or Mo- 
vPl zaiiry, and the fundamental Maxims of Society, 
have been of late ſo much iſrepreſented by a cer- 
tain Set of Political Writers, that it is become ne- 
ceſſary for every Man who writes in Defence of 
| our Conſtitution, to begin with explaining and en- 
N forcing thoſe Principles and Maxims, which were 
never controverted bat for the moſt wicked Purpaſes, and by the 
moſt ſeIfiſ and deſigning Men. 

VIRTUE, Honour, HonesTr, are three Names given to the 
ſame Idea, A Man's Duty in this Life is meant by each, with 
this Difference, That when we conſider a Man who performs his 
Duty as a Fellot Creature, or Fellow Countryman, we lay he is 
Man of Virtue; when we conſider a Man who performs his Duty 
as a Gentleman, or a Soldier, (which every Gentleman is ſuppoſed 
to be) we ſay he is a Man of Honour ; and when we conſider a 
Man who performs his Duty as 4 Neighbour of Dealer, we lay he 
is 2 moral or honeſt Man: But as no Man can perform his Duty as 
a Gentleman or Soldier, as no Man can perform his Duty as 4 
Neighbour or Dealer, without performing his Duty as a Fe//ozo Crea- 
ture or Fellow Countryman; therefore whoever is not 4 virtuous 


Man, whoever is deficient in his Duty to Mankind, or to his 


. Country, can neither be 2 Man of Honour, nor an Honeſt Man. 


Virtue then, in its moſt general Senſe, conſiſts in an exact 
Obſervance of the Laws of Nature, according to that Subordina- 
tion in which they are placed by the Author of Nature; which 
Subordination every Man may diſcover, and muſt acknowledge. 

As I am not now to compile 4 Body of Morality, therefore I 
ſhall only take notice, that, according to this Subordination, we 
are in Duty bound to contribute as much as we can, 1½, To the 
Pretervation and Happineſs of Mankind in general. 24/y, To the 
Good of the particular Society to which we belong, ſo far as is 
conſiſtent with the Preſervation and Happineſs of Mankind in ge- 


neral. 34ly, To the Good of our Family and Friends, fo far as is 


conſiſtent with the Good of our Country, and the Preſervation of 

Mankind. 475ʃ·, To the Preſervation of our own Lives, and the 

Increaſe of our future Happineſs, - ſo far as is conſiſtent with 

the Safety of our Family and Friends, the Good of our Country, 

and the Preſervation of Mankind, And laſtly, We are a 
| | | oun 
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a © botind to avoid Pain, and purſue our preſent Happineſs or Plea- 


ſure, ſo far as is conſiſtent with the Preſervation of our Lives, our 


own future Happineſs, - the Safety of our Family or Friends, the 


A 


Good of our Country, and the Welfare of Mankind. 
This Subordination . we muſt, in Princip/e at leaſt, acknow- 


ledge. It is in acting according to this Subordination that VIx- 


TUE truly conſiſts. Nay, it is in this that Religion chiefly conſiſts; 
for the principal Part of our Duty towards God conſiſts in perform- 
ins our Duty towards Mankind, according to thoſe Laws which he 

as preſcribed, and which every Man finds deeply imprinted upon 
his Mind; for if we examine but a little into the ſeveral Paſſions 
and Affections of Mankind, eſpecially that violent Defire every 
Man has of acquiring and preſerving the Eſteem of . his Compa- 
nions, we muſt conclude, that no Man can enjoy real Happineſs; 
without obſerving this Subordination, in as perfect a Manner at 
Ieaſt, as it is generally obſerved by the reſt of his Countrymen, par- 
ticularly thoſe with whom he aſſociates. For Confirmation. of 
this, I may appeal to every Man's Experience in Life; for we al- 
ways find, that as ſoon as a Man has forfeited his Character, by ne- 
glecting to obſerve this Subordination, in any remarkable Degree, 


or by committing any notorious and uxfaſpionable Violation of it, 


he deſerts the Company of thoſe that have preſerved it, and begins 
to aſſociate with Criminals like himſelf ; and tho? in their Company 


ne may ſeem eaſy, yet we may judge what he feels within, at eve- 


Ty time he meets one of his former Companions, or reflects upon 
the general Contempt he finds himſelf expoſed to: Such is the 
Force of this Human Paſhon for Eſteem, that even the moſt barba- 
Tous Crimes, the moſt ſordid Vices, by becoming general and 
'fFaſpionable, have often taken a new Name, and have aſſumed the 
Character of VIX TVE; our Reaſon, our Underſtanding, and our 
Judgment of Things being as often miſled by this Paſſion as by any 
Oy; - IS: e 
As no Man can be really happy without being pirtuous, or at 
leaſt without thinking himſelf virtusus: So if every Man had Re- 
ſolution enough to act according to the ſtrift Rules of VirTuE, 
and Impartiality, and Patience enough to examine ind dſcover, up- 
on all occafions, their proper Subordination, every Man would be 
happy as far as the Common Frailties and Accidents of Life could 


permit. There would be no ſuch thing as particular Societies: 


Mankind would be but one general Society, without King or Sub- 


ject, Lord or Tenant, Maſter or Servant: Every Man would be 


juſt to another: Every Man would aſſiſt his Fellow Creature in 
'Difſtreſs. - | EO | 
But the Caſe is otherwiſe, and has always been ſo. Moſt Men 


purſue vehemently their immediate Deſires, their preſent Pleaſures, 


without any Regard either to their own ſuture Happineſs, or to 
the Preſervation or Happineſs of Mankind in General: This brings 
Diſeaſes and Death upon particular Men, and has brought the 
Evil of Government upon the whole Species; for there is no way 


of reſtraining theſe vehement and inconſiderate Purſuers of their 
& preſent 
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preſent Good, but by an Aſſociation among the Vrtuons and more 
Conſiderate, for reſtraining the violent Paſſions of one another; 
for Compelling one another to be Virtuous, as far as it is poſſible 
for Human Laws or Puniſhments to effectuate, and for their mutu- 
al Defence againſt all manner of Injuries ; and as this Union or Aſſo- 
ciation cannot be made effectual for the End intended, without 
their ſubmitting themſelves to the Direction or Command of ſome 
one Perſon, Natural or Political; therefore all thoſe who aſſociate 
themſelves together for this great End, covenant to act with their 
united Force, according to that Direction they agree on; for as in 
Mechaniſm, in order to make different Powers act with a joint 
Force, they muſt be made all to act in the ſame Direction, ſo in 
order to make different Men act with a joint Force, they muſt all 
agree to act by the ſame Will or Direction. This Covenant is im- 
ply'd in the very Nature of every Society, and that Direction or 
Will by which they chuſe to act, is called their Government. 

Mankind are, and have for many ages, been too numerous, for 
its being poſſible to unite them into one Society, or to ſubject 
them to one Government ; and therefore we find that there have al- 
ways been, and ſtill are, a great Number of diſtin& Societies or 
Governments in the World; and every one of theſe Governments | 

again conſiſts of a great Number of particular Families, or Socie- 
ties; from whence flows that Series and Subordination, with re- 
ſpect to the Principles of VIX ruꝝ, which I have mentioned. 

The general Rules of VIR TVE, or the Laws of Nature, ought 
to be the Foundation of every particular Society, and are always 
ſuppoſed to be ſo, at leaſt with reſpect to the Behaviour of the Se- 
veral Members towards one another; and in all particular Societies, 
if there happens any Diſpute between two of the Members about 
the Application of theſe Rules or Laws, there is always ſome cer- 
tain Method eſtabliſhed for determining that Diſpute ; to which 
Determination both Parties are obliged, by the very Nature of the 
Society, to ſubmit ; and moreover, in order to prevent ſuch Diſ- 
putes as much as poſlible, and to aſcertain the Application of the 
general Laws of Nature, to every particular Caſe that may occur, 
and to explain them in ſuch a manner, as that every Man may 
eafily underſtand them, every Society either makes a great many 

Regulations or Orders, which are calied the Laws of that Society ; 

or they ſubmit themſelves abſolutely to the Will and Determination 
of their Governor or Governors, and to ſuch Laws as he or they 
ſhall pleaſe to make. 

When the Laws are made by the whole Society, they are called 
the Eablifſbed Laws of that Society; but when the People of the 
Society ſubmit themſelves to the abſolute Will and Determination 
of their Governor or Governors, and to ſuch Regulations as they 

4s {hall pleaſe to make, ſuch Society may have Laws, but they cannot 
a7 be ſaid to have Eſabliſped Laws; for tho? the Governor may give 
| ſeveral Orders and Directions how the Members ſhall behave to- 
wards one another, and likewiſe may lay down ſome general Rules | 


VT 
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for his nn 1 3 yet 25 14 Dienen had; of 
theſe Regulations or Orders, depend intirely on the will of the Go- 
vernor, they cannot be ſaid to be the EHabliſbed Laws of the Soci- 
ety ; for no Law or Rule, that depends on the variable Will of an- 
other Man, can ever be ſaid. to be efabhfbed,. with reſpec to meʒ 
whereas, if it cannot be altered, or broke through, without my 
Conſent, it is with reſpect to me. as much E/#ab/i/bed, as the Na- 
ture of the Thing will admit of, or as I can defire it ſhould, * 
The End of Government, therefore, and the chief Buſineſs of 
all Wiſe and Juſt Governours, is, to enforce the Obſervance of 
the Laws of VI ru or Nature, according to the Subordination 
I have made; not only by their own Example, but by Rewarding 
the Yirtuous, and Puniſhing the Vicious: This is the Buſineſs of 
Governours. But as Governours are liable to the ſame Follies, 
and immoderate Purſuits of preſent Pleaſure, that other Men are; 
they often ſubvert the Ends of Government, and make uſe of that 
Power, with which they are inveſted, not for the Protection of 
the People, but for the ſatisfying of their own unjuſt and vio- 
lent Deſires; from whence it often happens, that the People 
fand as much in need of being protected againſt their Protectors, 
as they ſtand in need of Protection againſt one another; or even 
againſt Foreign Enemies: This is generally the Conſequence, 
when the Governours are inveſted with too great a Power, too 
abſolute a Command over the People of the Society; and on the 
other Hand, if their Power be too ſmall, if their Command over 
the People of the Society, be too much limited, they are neither 
able to protect the Society againſt Inſults and Invaſions from 
without; nor againſt Factions and Inſurrections from within. To 
avoid both theſe Extremes, has been the great Care of all prudent 
and wiſe Law. givers; and ought to be the continual Care of every 
Society. This is the Reaſon, that there are almoſt as many diffe- 
rent Forms of Goverxment, as there are different Societies; and 
from hence it is, that, with reſpect to Subjects, Governments may 
be divided into two Sorts, 70 toit, Fuxk R. Governments, and la- 
viſh Governments ; the firſt of which, will, I believe, be admit- 
ted to be the beſt Sort of Government, with reſpect to the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind in general, as well as the Happineſs of that 
particular Society; and therefore no Man can lay Claim to Vir- 
TUE or Honour, who, from a mean and ſelfiſh View, or for the 
Satisfaction of any private Deſire, ſhall oppoſe its being eſta- 
bliſhed, or contribute to its being aboliſhed, in that Country 
where he happens to have an Intereſt. 


In order to make my Readers fully comprehend. this Diviſion 


of Governments, I ſhall endeavour to eſtabliſh, what I take to be 
the only juſt and true Ideas of LintkTY and Slavery. 


Lizzy: is a natural Power of doing, or not doing, what 


ever we have a mind; ſo far as is conſiſtent with the Rules of 


— and the % 21 Lau of the Society to which we 
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is a Foree put upon Human- Nature, by Which 4 


Man is oblig d to act, or not to act, according to the arbitrary 


Will and Pleaſure of another. «> #* | 
From theſe Definitions, it muſt appear, That, tho“ a Man of a 
wicked Diſpoſition be, by Society, brought under the Neceflity. of 
acting or not acting, according to the Rules of 'VirTue, and the 
2 efablifbed Laws of the Society, contrary to his on Inelinations; 
yet that Neceſſity is no Incroachment upon his Liberty; he con- 
tinues 2 Free- Man, notwithſtanding the Force that is put upon 
him; becauſe that Force is not put upon him as a reaſonable Man 
*# ( which is the natural State of Mankind) but as a Man blinded 
and miſted by his Paſſions. © 319. 
And it muſt likewiſe appear, that when = Man is once brought 
into the unhappy State of being oblig'd to act, or not to act, ac- 
X cording to the arbitrary Will and Pleafure of another; tho? his 


1 Maſter, or Maſters, be ſo indulgent, as not to deſire any Thing of 


him, but what is according to his on Inclination; yet this In- 
dulgence no ways makes him a Free- Man ; while he continues in 
'X ſuch a State, he continues aHlave, notwithſtanding the ſeeming 
Liberty he enjoys. ＋ r N 
Now, Faze-Governments, I call all ſuch, where the Subjects 
ere in a State of Liberty, according to the Definition abovemen- 
tioned: And Slaviſh-Covernmenrs, I call all ſuch, where the 
Subjects are in a State of labery as above defin'd. But in order 
to determine what Sorts of Gooerunent, are Fare-Governments, 
and what Sorts are Hlaviſh, I ſhall examine particularly, the three 
different Sorts into which Governments have been generally diſ- 


7 7 Unguiſhed by thoſe who have written upon the Subject. 


With regard to Monarchy, or Regal-Government, properly fo 
call d; by which I mean Abhhalute- Monarchy, or a Government 
under the abſolute and arbitrary Direction of ane Man, by what- 
ever Name he may be dignified and diſtinguiſhed, it is certain 
that the Subjects of ſuch a Government are all Slabes; for he that 
is obliged to act, or not to act, according to the arbitrary Will and 
Pleaſure of a Monarch or his Miniſſor, is as much d Slave as he 
3 whos is obliged to act, or not to act, according to the arbitrary 
Will and Pleaſure of a Mafter or his Overſeer. And inded, I ne- 

ver ſaw a Pzime Miniſter, in any of the unhappy Countries 


MW of Europe, where fach Monſters are to be ſeen ; I ſay, E never 
ſaw ſuch a Monſter at his Levee, or in any other Aſſembly, under 
dis Direction, but it gave me a lively Idea of an Overſeer, direct- 


ing a Plantation of Negroes in  Barbadoes or Famaica; the only 
Difference I know, is; that the Slabes of the latter deſerve highly 


| 'F to be pitied, the Slaves of the former, to be held in che utmoſt 


Contempt. Bb. | | I! 
It muſt therefore be granted, That the Subjects of ereryſlurbi- 


| 4 . trary and abſolute Monarchy are Slaves; nor can the Wiſdom, 


4 the Juſtice, or the Prudence of the Monarch, any way alter the 
Condition of his Subjects; for, tho an ab/olute Monarch may be 


wiſe enough to make, what are ridiculouſly called, the fanding 
| B | Laws 
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Damit of the Land, the Meaſure of his Government; yet; as long as he 
has it abſolutely in his Power to alter, or break through, or neglect 
obſerving thoſe Laws, they cannot be properly ſaid to be ffanding 
Lats ; nor-can the Subjects be called Free- Men, no more than the 
laves of a prudent and Juſt Maſter, who preſcribes Rules and 


zegulations for the good Government of his Negroes. 


ſuch Laws as they are pleaſed to make for themſelves: This Sort 


of Government, with reſpe& to the reſt of the People, is as 


Slaviſh a Government as the other; and the People ſubject to it, 


are 2s much Slaves as the Slaves purchaſed by the African- 
Company, or by any other Society or Corporation : But they have 


tus Advantage over Royal Slaves, that if one of their Maſters ha 


pens to be a fooliſh,-unjuſt; or cruel Man, two others may happen HY 


be more prudent, or better natur'd, by whom the other's 
Cruelty will be reſtrain'd, and his Conduct towards the Slaves 
a little regulated; and therefore, tho' ſuch Governments be ge- 


nerally oppreſſive, they are not ſo whimfically oppreſſive. as abſo- 


lute Monarchies. However, as the Laws may be altered, broke 
through, or neglected, by the Nob/es, they cannot be ſaid to be 
effablifþed Laws, with reſpect to the People; and conſequently, 
the People, being ſubject to the arbitrary Will and Pleaſure of the 
collective Body of the Nobles, muſt be as truly Slaves as thoſe 
who are the Slabes of a Royal-Maſter. SPY 4 
Laſtly, 'as to Democracies, or Popular Govtrnments, It is certain, 
that a Democracy may be, and generally is, a Fxzs-Government 5 
but it may be otherwiſe. - I ſay, it may be otherwiſe, and is more 


or leſs ſo, according to the Nature of the Power which the Peo- 


ple reſerve to themſelves. Suppoſe the People ſhould reſerve to 
themſelves, only the Power of chuſing their own Governour or 
Governours; but that ſuch Governour or Governours, ſhould by 
ſuch Choice, become veſted with the abſolute and ſole Power of 


making, altering, or repealing what Laws they pleaſed ; and with- 


out being ſubject to be called to an Account, in a legal Manner, 
for this Conduct, or turn'd out, or puniſh'd for Misbehaviour : 
As ſuch Governours might alter, break through, or neglect ob- 
Jerving the Laws, without the Conſent of the People; therefore, 
with reſpect to the People, thoſe Laws could not be call'd the 
e/tabliſhed Laws of the Society; nor could the Governours be 
legally. confin'd or reſtrain'd by any Power whatſoever ; ſo that 
during the Continuance of this Government, they would be as 
abſolute and arbitrary as any Monarch; and conſequently the 
People would be as much Slaves as the Slaves of any other Sort 
of Arbitrary-Government. They would differ from Royal or 
Noble Slaves, only in this, That they might per baps indulge them- 
Jelues, with the vain Conceit of chuſing their cun Maſters, = 
Vu: = 5. l 8 10 


— * 1 
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As to an Ariſtocracy, or Noble-Government, properly ſo called; 
by which I mean, a Government lodged intirely in the Hands of 
the Nobles, or Chief Families of the Country; without their be- 
ing any way limited or reftrain'd, but by one another, and by: - 
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the tomfortleſt Advantage of changing one Set of Oppreſors for 
gnot ber. e ee , TIE 
. Suppoſe again, That the People ſhould reſerve to themſelves the 
Power of chafing their own Governours; and alſo the ſôle Power 
of making, altering, or repealing their Laws, but without reſero- 
ing. any legal Power: of calling their Governours to an Actounts 
either before or after the Expiration of their Government; er of 
puniſhing them for Malverſations: In this Caſe, we muſt conſider, 
that the moſt ſtrict, the moſt ſevere Laws that can be made, are 


* 
. 


nothing but a dead Letter; unleſs ſome Method be eſtabliſhed for 
"ZZ carrying them into Execution, and enforcing the Obſervance of 


them, by puniſhing the Offenders : This, of the People's having 
the ſole Power of making their own Laws, would ſignify nothing, 


b- with reſpect to their Governours, unleſs the People ſhould like- 


wiſe reſerve a Power to puniſh their Governours, if they tranſ- 
greſſed them: Without ſuch a compulſatory Power, it could not, 


7 with reſpect to the Governours, be ſaid, that the Society had any 
any Laws at all: The Governours could not be directed by any 


Thing, but their own arbitrary Will and Pleaſure, and the Pev- 
ple being ſubject to that arbitrary Will and Pleaſure, it would be 
ridiculous to call that People 2 free People, or to ſay, that ſuch 2 
Government was 4 free Government. r 
In the third Place, Let us ſuppoſe, that the People have reſerv'd 
to themſelves, not only the Power of chuſing their own Gover- 
nours, and making their own Laws, . but alſo à legal Potuer of 
calling their Governours to an Account; and of puniſbing them, 
when legally convicted of any Misbebaviour in their Office: This 
wie may immediately ſee, muſt neceſſarily conſtitute a Free Govern- 
ment; and muſt place every one of the Subjects in the moſt per- 
= F242 State of ſocial Liberty: The Laws of ſuch a Society may be 
truly and properly called the efabli/hed Laws of that Society; 
every Member might do or not do, whatever he had a mind, ſo 
far as conſiſted with the Rules of Virtue and the eftablifped* Laws 
of the Society: And if any Man, Governour, or other, offered 
to incroach upon his Liberty or Property, he would have the 
Laws of his Country for his Protector, and the united Force of 
the Society for his Avenger; which is all that human Wiſdom ean 
invent, or Society afforra. Eee e 
From what has been ſaid, one may eaſily diſcover the principal, 
and indeed, the only Rule, by which we are to judge whether a 


> 


7 Government be a Fxxs or Slaviſh Government. It is not the 


Society's having a Body of Laws, which are called the fanding 
Laws of the Land: It is not their having a wiſe and a juſt King 
ar Governour; it. is not the People's having the ſole Power of 
making their own Laws, that conſtitutes them a Free People: Bat 
it is the People's having reſerved to themſelves, not only the ſole 
Power of making Lai, but-a Power of enforcing the Obſervance 
of thoſe Luws, by à legal and eſfectual Method of proſecuting and 


puniſning whoſoever ſhall dare to tranſgreſs then. ; 


Pg 
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This Power, asl have ſaid, muſt be 2 Ig and an eue! Power: 


%- 


That is, the People muſt not only have the Power of calling their 


Governours and Rulers to an Account, and puniſhing them for 


their Miſdemeanors ; but by the Conſtitution of their Government, 


ſome Method muſt be eſtabliſhed, by which the People may exer- 


eiſe this Power in 4 regular and legal Manner, ſo as to make it 


efeftual againſt the great; Offender; for in all Societies, even 
in the moſt arbitrary Governments, the Governours are obliged 
to have ſome Regard to common Jultice, and to thoſe Laws which 
are called the Laws of the Society; becauſe, as mutual Protec- 
tion and Self. Preſervation, are the chief Cauſes of Men's ſubmit- 
ting to Government ; if the Generality of the People ſhould find, 
that their Governours ſubverted the Ends of Society, and deftroy- 
ed thoſe they ought to protect, they would certainly, at laſt, 
come to'a general Inſurrection againſt their Governours, and in a 
mobbiſh. Way, would do that, which by the ridiculous Form of 


theit Government, they could not do in a g: This is often 


the Caſe, at preſent, in the Turkiſh Government; and has often 
been the Caſe in all arbitrary Governments. The People ſuffer 
long and grievoully ; many ſmall Inſurrections happen, many Sa- 
crifices are made to the Jealouſy, to the Malice, and to the Re- 
venge of the Tyrants. At laſt the Inſurrection becomes general, 
and the Tyrants ſuffer in their Turn; but the Miſchief is, that 
many innocent Men are bornedown and overwhelm'd in the Tor- 
rent; and the Society itſelf, is generally in danger of a Total 
: Tho? this 21044; Way of calling Governours to an Account, 
may: be ſome Reſtraint upon the Exerciſe of their Power, yet it is 
very far from conſtituting any Sort of ſocial Liberty; for as it pro- 
ceeds from that Liberty of Action, with which every Man is by 
Nature 'indu'd, it is what the moſt 40 jecł Slave, even the moit 
eoretched Negroe in the 'Weft- Indies, injoys as much as any Subject 
whatever; and every Slave will certainly make uſe of it, when he 
ſees a Probability of ſucceeding in any Attempt for relieving him- 
ſelf from a cruel and oppreſſibe Maſter. Slaves are prompted by 
Deſpair; and by Fury, by Murder, and general Maſſacres they 
Jeek:to relieve themſelves from Oppreſſion: But Free- born Subjects 
are prompted by a generous and cool Reſentment; they have re- 
courſe to the Laws of their Country, and by 4 regular Proſecu- 
tion, they pour down their Vengeance only upon the Guilty: 
When this is done, they are pacified ; but if in this they ſhould 
find themſelves diſappointed, they will from that Moment look 


upon themſelves as Slaves; and will certainly, in an outrageoas 


Manner, endeavour” to relieve themſelves the very firſt Oppor- 
tunity that offers. | 4 69 


As no Form of Government, then, can be called a Free-Go- 


-wernment, but that, by which the People have the ſole Power of 
making their own Laws; and alſo a Power of proſecuting and pu- 


niſhing in a legal and regular Method, even their Governours or 
Rulers, when they tranſgreſs thoſe Laws, or commit any ſort ＋ 
| | Mil. 
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Miſdemeanor in the Execution of their Office: It is therefore ne- 


ceſſary. in all Free- Governments, for the People to aſſemble often 


together; but when a Society becomes very numerous, either by 
the Increaſe of their own People, or by the Acceſſion of others, 
it becomes impoſſible for the whole People to meet together; and 
for this Reaſon, the Cuſtom was introduc'd, of ſending Repre- 
ſentatives: That is, the People divide themſelves into certain Di- 
ſtricts or Communities, and each Diftrit or Community ſends 
*two or three of their Number, to - repreſent them at the ge- 
neral Aſſembly of the Society; and conſequently theſe Repreſen- 
-tatives, when met together, have the Exerciſe of that Power 
which is lodged in the People. This is the Form of all the Go- 
vernments we know of at preſent, which hath any Thing of Free- 
dom in their Conſtitutions; and in ſuch Societies, we muſt care- 
fully diſtingaiſh between the Power or Supremacy which is lodged 
in the People, and the Exerciſe of that Supremacy which is lodg- 
ed in the Aſſembly of the Repreſentatives: And we muſt likewiſe 
diſtingoiſh' between the Government, and the Exerciſe of the Go- 


 wernment ; for, if the People have retained to themſelves the 


Power of chuſing all their Magiſtrates and Officers, the Govery- 
ment as well as Supremacy is lodged in the People, and the Eæer- 
ciſe of the Government-is lodged in the Magiſtrates and Officers 
they chuſe ; but if the People have not 8 . the Power of 
chuſing any of their Officers or Magiſtrates, the Government is 
then lodged in the Chizf Magiſtrate or Magiſtrates, and the Exer- 
ciſe of it is lodged in thoſe deputed by him or them; for Chizf 
Magiſtrates cannot take much of the Exerciſe of the Government 
perſonally upon themſelves. - 45 „ 
As the Repreſentatives of the Society, under a Free-Govern- 
ment, are in their Aſſemblies, to exerciſe the Power of the Peo- 
ple, for the Good of the People in general, and not for their on 
Private Advantage; and, as Men are apt to be blinded and miſlec 
by their private Advantage; nay, as there will always be a great 
amber of Men, in every Society, who will, knowingly, and 
with their Eyes open, facrifice the Publick to their private Advan- 
tage ; therefore it is abſolutely neceffary, that in all Queſtions that 
come before ſuch Aſſemblies, 0 Member ſhould have any private 
Advantage or Emolument, to get or loſe, by his being for os againſt 
either Side of the Queftion. ; | Te Tk 
For Example, as in all ſuch Aſſemblies, the two chief Powers 


Os 


* 


which they are to exerciſe, are, The making of Laws, and the 


puniſhing of High-Criminals: Let us in the firſt Caſe, ſuppoſe, 
That a Propofition is made to them by a private Company, for a 
new Law; which, by a freſh Example, in a neighbouring State, 
appeared to be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Pub- 
lick, but might be of fignal privare Benefit to every one of the 
Reprefentatives that agreed to it: When this Propoſition is. at- 


tended with the "moſt plauſible Pretences of Publick Good, can 
"WE yen that y 2th ſuch an Occafion, the Majority of the Re- 
Prejentatives will ſe | 


e the fatal Conſequences attending ſuch a 
: | Law? 
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Law; Maſt not we grant, that a great many of them who do, 
will, neverthejeſs, for their own private Advantage, agree — it; 
without taking the leaſt Care to prevent the fatal Conſequences 
that may attend it? Suppoſe again, That upon ſome great Com- 
buſtion of State, the Magiſtrates ſhould propoſe Laws, which 
might perhaps be neceſſary at that Time; but which, if continued, 
muſt intirely diveſt the People of the Power either of making 
Laws, or calling any future Magiſtrate to an Account: If the 
Magiſtrates could ſupport ſuch Propofitivns, with great private 
Advantage to every Man that agreed to them; can we ſuppoſe, 
that the. Majority of the Repreſenkatives would ſee the evil Ten- 

deny of making ſuch Laws perpetual; or would be ſo cautious, 
2 to inſiſt upon their being temporary? And the Magiſtrates being 
once in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Laws, tho! the evil Tendency of them 
Mould afterwards plainly appear; can we ſuppoſe, that the Re- 
preſentatives of the People would ever repeal them, if the Ma- 
Jority; of them were to loſe a great Part of their yearly Revenue, 
ji 0 for ſuch a Repeal? Upon ſuch Occaßons, ſame real honeſt 
Men may be miſled ; but it is @ terrible Thing, for the. People ta 
have their Repreſentatives liable to be miſſed. not only by plauſible 
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Pretences, but by private Advantages.  .. 


In the other Caſe, let us ſuppoſe that a high and a notorious Cri- 
minal is accuſed, or Motions made towards his Accufation, in the 
Aſſembly of the Repreſentatives of the People; but that the Ma- 

jority of that Aſſembly are in Poſſeſſion or Expectation of great 

Hoa from that high and notorious Criminal, Favours which: he 

tan take amay or refuſe at His Pleaſure. Muſt not every Man, in 

that Caſe, depend upon being diſpoſſeſſed or diſappointed; if he 

votes in favour of the Accuſation or Motion; and, conſidering the 
Nature of Mankind, can we expect that the moſt heinous Criminal 
will be condemned. or that his Crimes can ever be brought to 
light, as long as the Majority of the Repreſentatives are in danger 
of great private Dimage by ig Publick Jaſtice? No ſuch Thing 
can be ſuppoſed. It is an eftabliſhed Maxim in the Law of Na- 
ture, it is an eſtabliſhed Maxim in the municipal Law of every 
| Particular Society, That no, Man ſball fit as Fudge in a Cauſe in 
 obich he is intereſted of either fide of the Queſtion; and ſhall an in- 
fereſted Man be refuſed as Jad e in a private Cauſe, and yet ad. 
mitted as a Judge between his Sa and a publick Criminal, a 
Criminal upon whom he depends perhaps for the greateſt Part af 
his Subſiſtence? This wquld be ſo ridiculous, that I ſhould not 
have thought it neceſſary to refute it, if it had not been lately in- 
ſiſted on by ſome Men of high Rank in this Kingdom. Xt 


x þ 


To conſtitute therefore a Free Government, or to intitle the 
People of any Society to the glorious Claim of being Free- born 
Subjers, it is abſolutely neceſſary for them to reſerve to themſelves 
the Power.of making their own Laws, and calling to. an account 
and puniſhing their Rulers, when they tranſgreſs thoſe Laws: To 

ave, by the Conſtitution of their Government, a legal and , 


fe#ual Method of exerciſing this Power, either by themſelves or 
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1 | "their Rorreſentatives: And that in the exerciſe of this power, "the 
3 Manas of the People, or the Majority of their Repreſentatives, 


ſhall not be Indeed or byofſed by any private Advantage, either in 

Poſſeſſion or in Expectation. 5 OT Pt ST 
The Advantages Which the People enjcy by being under 4 Free 
Government. are ſo conſpicuous, that they require no Explanation, 
but I ſhall take notice ot one Advantage, that even the chief Ma- 
giſtrate or Magiſtrates enjoy by being at the Head of ſuch'a'Go- 
vernment. In all S{aviſh Governments the chief Magiſtrate 
often loſes intirely the Hearts and Affections of the People with- 
out being ſenſible of it, till the Torrent becomes too Strong to be 
"XZ Stemmed; for Diſcontents in the State, are like Ulcerous Hu- 
mours in the Body, if they have no natural Vent, or if the natu- 
ral Vent be ſtopt, they fall at laſt upon thyVitals, and bring Death 
and Diſſolution upon the political Body. This Misfortune often 
. happens even without any fault or real cppreflion-in the chief Ma- 
= giſtrate, for Diſcontents generally take their Riſe from the Opprefli- 
ons of Underlings : Nay they may ſometimes ariſe from a Miſtake 


in the People, or frcm Artful Inſinvations and Miſrepreſentations; 


and the People having no way of Undeceiving themſelves, or of 
duiſtinguiſhing the Innocent from the Guilty, aſcribe all the Miſ- 
fortunes they feel, or believe they feel, to the chief Magiſtrate, 
who, for this Reaſon, often falls at laſt a Sacrifice to their Reſent- 
ment. This Inconvenience the preat Politician Machiave/ was fo 
ſenſible of, that he takes a whole Chapter to ſhew, Hero neceſſary 
it is, for the Preſervation of a Free State, that any Citizen'may 
Le ſecurely accuſed. by e 
ITI To this Inconvenience no Free Government can be expoſed, be- 
cauſe the chief Magiſtrate may always learn the Humour or the 
'ZX Diſcontents of the People from their Aſſemblies, or the Aſſemblies 
of their Repreſentatives, if in the chuſing of ſuch Repreſentatives, 
the People be left to a Free Choice; and no Art made uſe of to cor- 
rupt the Repreſentatives, and the People having a Regular and /e- 
ZE ga! Method of undeceiving themſelves, and of diſtinguiſhing be- 
tween the Innocent and Guilty, falſe Reports and Miſrepreſenta- 
tions, will generally fall upon the Heads of thoſe that contrive 
them; and even when Oppreſſions have been committed, the Peo- 
ple will ſeldom carry their Reſentment higher than thoſe that are 
really guilty : If the Courſe of Publick Juſtice ha» met with no Let 
or Impediment, the chief Magiſtrate will certainly be excuſed, 
becauſe all ſuch are liable to he deceived by thoſe they are obliged 
to employ. „ 3 
But as no Human Inſtitution can be without Dangers and Incon- 
veniences, the moſt perfect Free Government muſt be liable to ſome, 
and a pure and ſimple Democracy is liable to a great many. That I 
call a pure and ſimple Democracy, where the People have reſerved 
22 Intire)y to themſelves, both the Supremacy and the Government of 
the Society. In ſuch a Government the Choice of chief Magi- 
ſtrates often breeds great Diſturbances, and not ſeldom involves the 
Country in Civil Wars, by which the Conſtitution of the Govern- 
. ment, 
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ment, and the Lberties of the People. always run 2 f 
being undone; for if a Civil War be once begun, the Victorious 
Sicle generally 'eſtabliſhes a Monarehital or an Ariſtocratical Tyr aniiy. 
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The ſame Misfortune often befalls a Demotracy, from the Ambi- 


tion of ſome of their Magiſtrates, eſpecially if they be ſoch as have 
got Poſſeſſion of an immoderate Share of Riches, or ſuch as have 
from great Services gained the general Eſteem of the People. The 
_ vulgar and inconfiderate part of Mankind, which is by much the 


greateſt, are outrageous in all their Paſſions, and ſo ſhort - ſighted, 


that they ſeldom perceive Dangers, till they become ſo great, and 


approach ſo near, that it is impoſſible to prevent or withſtand them. 
hey are extravagant in their Love, as well as their Hate, and 


cannot diſcoyer thoſe Deſigns which are deeply laid, and artfully 


carried on againſt the Liberties; and as the People are all upon 


an equal Footing, as no Families have any particular Privileges or 
Preheminences, they have all an equal Concern for the Preſervati- 


on of their Liberties, and That which is the Concern. of all, is too 


often neglefied by all: This makes it eaſy for a rich Man, or a Man 
in great Eſteem among the People, to get the Management and 
Direction of their Aſſemblies ; and if he be an ambitious Man, he 
may manage and direct them fo artfully, as to get the abſolute So- 
vereignty into his Hands, or to be in a Capacity to aſſume it 


whenever he pleaſes, before the People become ſenſible of the Dan- 


ger. If this be done by one fingle Man, the Democracy becomes 


a Monerchical Tyranny, if by a confederated Set of Men, it be- 
comes an Ariſsocratical Tyranny. r | 

In all Democracies therefore, nay, in all ſorts of Free Governments, 
the chief Care of the People ought to be, that no particular Man, 
nor any confederated Set of Men, obtain the chief Direction of 
their Aſſemblies; and for this End, they ought to take ſpecial 
Care, that no particular Man, or Family, get Poſſeſſion of a very 
immoderate Share of the Wealth of the Society, or have it in his 
Poroer to beſtow too many Favours, Rewards or Puniſpments : Nay, 
that no particular Man acquire too great a Share of Eſteem ; for, 
of all Dangers, this laſt is the greateſt, and the moſt difficult to be 


guarded againft: It is even dangerous for any Man to attempt to 


ſtop the Torrent of Eſteem, which naturally flows in upon a de- 
ſerving Man; for tho' the Attempt may proceed from the moſt 
candid and the molt unbiaſed Love for the publick Good, yet the 
Multitude will be apt to imagine it proceeds only from Malice and 


Envy. In ſhort, this Danger of a Democracy's ſinking into a Mo- | 


narchical or an Ariſtocratical Tyranny is ſo great, and ſo unavoid- 
able, that there never was a pure” and ſimple Democracy in the 
World, that continued ſa, for any confiderable Time; and I think 


I could demonſtrate, that the Ruin of the Roman Republick, which 


was at firſt a Government compounded of Ariſtocracy and Demo- 
cracy, was chiefly owing to their introducing afterwards too much 
of the Democracy into their Form of Government. "Ie 
As all Multitudes, not under the abſolute Direction of great and 
eminent Men, are apt to be too much elated wich Succeſs, ſo they 
1 : | | are 


great Risk of | 
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ſhall take notice of, is, That the Diſtribntioſ of Juſtice ang Mercy 
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by great and numerous Aſſemblies, is eldom either equal or pru- 
dent. They are generally either too Rigorous or too Merciful : 
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In ſo doing, I am ſure I ſhall give a ſingular. Satisfaction to ever 
True Briton; and I bope I ſpall be able ie make every generous 
= Breaſt glow with an ardent Defire to preſerpe it in its full Vigour, 
and true Spirit; and to be as juſt and honourable to their Poſterity, 
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UR Coꝛnſtitution was originally formed upon the 


Model of the lictle Governments which exiſted 
among our Anceſtors the Germans, long before 
they eame over to this and; every one of 


; | ) Number of inferior Chiefs, and the People in 
general. In ordinary Affairs the King conſulted 
wih the Chiefs, or ſuch of them as he thought 


, 


fit to call to his Council; but in the great Affairs of State, ſuch as 
5 making Laws, conſulting about Peace or War, trying of great 
Cauſes or Criminals, Ar. the whole People of the Society, at the 


Deſire of. their. Sovereign, aſſembled; together in Arms; the King 
and the Chiefs conſulted and reſolved ; the People approved or 
diſapproved : They approved by the Clatter of their Arms, they 
diſapproyed by a harſh and inarticulate Murmur : In the firſt Caſe, 
the Reſolution of the King and his Nobles was carried into Execu- 
tion; in the laſt, it was always dropp'd or ſuſpended. From hence 
proceeds the different Words made uſe of in our ancient Writs or 
Summons to Parliament: the Peers are ſummoned ad Conſulendum, 
the Commons ad Conſentiendum: From hence likewiſe proceeds 
the Cuſtom ſtill ſubſiſting of ſhewing our Diſlike by Hiſſing, and 
our Approbation by niaking a Naiſe with our Feet and Hands. 
This was the Form of their Governments; and this 'appears to 


have been a mixt Form of Government; a Form compounded of 


Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and Democracy. The Supremacy was lodged 
In the People, (including King and Chiefs) and the Exerciſe of the 
Sepremacy in the general Aſſemblies of the People: The Govern- 


Gent was principally lodged in the King; and the Exerri/e of the 


Ne which conſiſted of a King or ſupreme Chief, C/ 
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Goode winent in the King and ſüch of the Obleſs 45 he war pleafed 
to call to his Conneil (4). In theſe' Governmente the People hid 
the Power of making their own Laws, au the Power of trying 
and puniſbing the 'greattf Offehder 7 and 'as they hid" {eget ind. 
efeftual Method of exerciſing this Power in-rheit general Aﬀern- | 
blies, therefore we maſt cobcludle that tiieſe were Fünk Gopery- 
MENTS £15 «4 \ v4 V $4 © | | 5 * gxr VL | + 257 We + 1 15 | 4 * 
cConquered Lands among themſelves : Every Chief got n certain 
Diſtrict of Land aſſigned him, and great Patt of this Diſtrict Be 
b ain parcelled out among his'particular Followers ; to ſome he 
gave greater Shares than to others, but every Man that had been 
eoncerned as a Soldier in the Conqueſt, got ſome Share of the Lands 
"X conquered. We are not to ſuppoſe that, upon this Occaſion, all 
the Natives left the Country, many of them, without doubt, re- 
mained, and ſubmitted to be the Farmers and Servants of the Con- 
gquerors; but as they were look'd on as Slaves, (Natif and Slave 
being ſynonimous Words in our old Language) they were not 
allowed the Uſe of Arms, nor did they ever appear in the Aﬀem- 
blies of the People. This is the true Reaſon why none but Free- 
XZ holders had at firſt 4 Right to be in any of our Afſemblies ; for it 
c cannot be ſuppoſed that there were at firſt any Cities or Towns in 
the Country, compoſed of numerous Saxon Inhabitants, eſpecially 
if we conſider, that among them all ſorts of mercantile or mecha- 
nick Arts were look'd on as beneath à Soldier or Freeman: But 
when the Saron Race began to increaſe, and the Diſtigction be- 
3 tween Natif and Saxon was forgot, Cities began to "be formed, 
and Citizens and Burgeſſes were at laſt admitted into our Afſemblit'., 
When the Saxoxs ſirſt ſettled in England, it is plain from Hi- 
ſtory, they formed themſelves into ſeveral diſtin Societies; and 
of theſe Societies they eſtabliſhed the ſame n Form of Govert- 
ment they had in their own Country: While theſe litiſe Societies 
continued diſtinct, there was no occafion for Repre/entatives ; all 
the Freeholders or Freemen could, and certainly did, meet together 
for regulating the chief Affairs of tlie Society; but when all the 
Saxon Kingdoms came to be united, it became impoſſible for all 
the Freemen to meet together; then the ſending of Repre/entatives 
became neceſſary, and thus began to be formed what we now call 
x our Parliammmt. > ex 3 
2s in theſe Days the Nation 


186 is likewiſe plain, of at leaſt highly probable, that 


was often engaged in War, and 
travelling was very dangerous, the aſſembling of the Pevple,. or 
1 their Repreſentatives, was often interrupted; and during thoſe In- 
A 'tervals, our Kings frequently uſed to call à Council of their Chiefs, 
or of ſach of them as he pleaſed to name, in order to conſult about 
= - *the drdinary Affairs of State, and even about ſome Things which 
cbuld properly come only before the general Aſſembly of the 
People. Theſe Councils ſome of our Hiſtorians have, by miſtake, 
called Parkaments; and this has led ſome People into a more ri- 
„„ n ehe e diculous 


1 (a) gee I, 7 ien, p- 9. (b) See ditto, p. 7. 
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dieuleus Miſtake, War vf 914 aur Parlament, wnfifed only of ſuch 
Nen at ie King was pleaſe to call: But it is plain, that theſe. Aſ- 

ſemblies were only ſuch Aſſemblies of the Chiefs ag it was, uſual 

_ for the Kings in Germany to call, in order to conſult about the or- 


ment was lodged by gur Wee cee, 5944 A 140 ge. 
i eſign, to run through all the 


41 © \ 


1705 4 rapacious Sycophant jniſh his Liſe upon a Black, or in a 
TESTS PE. oa. VV 3 
This is the reaſon that there is not any one Period of Time can 
be aſſigned, when it may be ſaid our Conſtitution was in ſuch, a 
Degree of Perfection, as not to, want ſome Amendment, nor is 
ſuch a Degree of Perſection to be expected in any Time to come. 
The true Life and, Spirit of our Conſtitution is what every Man 
gught to ſtudy, and to preſerve it, ought to be every Man's prig- 


cipal Aim: Every Age, every Generation ought to make it _ 


j = 


＋ 


; „ (17) | 
chief Buſineſs to obviate or remove whatever may in their Tiine 
ſeem to threaten the D-/ru#ion of that ſacred. Depoſit, which their 
Anceſtors have intrufted in their Hands for the Uje, of their Poſes 
rity, And as the true Life and Spirit of our Conſtitution contilts 
in keeping the three political Powers, of which it is compoſed, ale 
ways in an Equilibrium ; it is the Duty of every Man who has a 
Vote, either in Parliament, or at Elections, to keep a watchful 
Eye upon this political Balance, and to be diligent in depreſſing 
which ever of the three Powers ſeems, in our Days, to have got 
too much the Aſcendant. From which. muſt appear the egregious 
Stupidity, or the more egregious Wickedneſs of thoſe who now 
tell us, That the late happy Revolution eſtabliſbed the Liberties of - 
this Nation upon ſuch 4 ow Baſis, that we have no Occaſion. to 
be afraid of any future Deſigut. e 
By this artful, this egual Mixture of the three principal Forms 
of Government, we avoid the Dangers; and enjoy the Advan- 
tages of each: By our having a hereditary Monarchy, we avoi 
the fatal Diſputes and violent Commotions, about the Choice of a 
King, or chief Governour or Governours ; which often rend in 
Pieces, and ſometimes deſtroy Democracies as well as elecbive Mo- 
narchies (a). The Right of the Royal Family, and the Peace of the 
Kingdom, are ſecured by that wiſe and ſalutary Maxim, That the 
King can do no Wrong; and the Liberty and Property of the Sub- 
ject are ſecured by that equally wiſe and ſalutary Maxim, That the 
King's Expreſs Order ſhall not excuſe a Subject for acting con- 
trary to Lato; nor put a Stop to, or. prevebt the Efes of an In- 
peachment in Parliament... © Wn: rod e e ene 
By the Monarchical Part of our Conſtitution, we enjoy this other 
Advantage, That as the executive Part of our Government, eſ- 
pecially with regard to Foreign Affairs, is intruſted with the King 
only; we thereby avoid the Inconveniences and Dangers which 
flow from the Openneſs and Delays incident to popular Councils(s). 
In all Caſes of great and ſudden Danger, the King becomes, of 
Courſe, inveſted with a Dickatorial Power; the Supremacy is on 
that Occaſion lodged ſolely in the King; and he may by ſuch, Ways 
and Means, as he ſinds neceſſary, take care, ue quid Detrementi 
Reſpublica capiat: And in ſuch Caſes, the Parliament, as ſoon as 
aſſembled, will certainly approve of What was prudently and ne- 
ceſſarily done; even tho' ſome of the Meaſures taken, were a little 
extraordinary, and not conſiſtent with the ritt Rules of our Con- 
/iitutiomm. But as this is a Power dangerous to our Conſtitution, 
therefore it is never to be exerciſed but in Caſes of the atmaſt 
Meceſſiity; and the Exerciſe. of it muſt never be continued any 
longer than the Neceſſity abſolutely requires. It is a Power 
which never ought, and, which indeed cannot be granted by Par- 
liament; for nothing can excuſe the Exerciſe of it but the imme- 
diate Necaſſity; and that Neceſſity cannot be immediate, which 
may be foreſeen or provided againſt by Parliament. We have 
formerly had Pargſite- Miniſters; we have even had 3 : 
. | | wig 


(a] Sec, Introduct ions p. 11. ( See ditto, p. 13. 
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Weight, we ſhall continue a happy and a Free- People; but if ever 


who have told our Kings they might exerciſe it wheneyer they 
had à mind: And if Parliuments ſhould once begin, by any Re- 


ſolution of theirs, to tell our Kings before hand, when they might 


uſe it; what happened to Rome, might very probably happen to us. 
Some future Jena. Parliament, mdy make à Grant of it for a 
Term of Nears, and then for a Term 'of Life : But this we are 
guarded againſt by our Conſtitution, becauſe the Szpremacy is ne- 
wer lodged in the Parliament; and therefore no Grant of theirs 
Tan give our King any greater Share of it, than he has by the ori- 


gina and effablifbed Form of our Government: In Caſe of Ne- 


ecflity, he becomes abſolute and arbitrary; but if he ſhould aſſume 
Juch a Power, without any apparent Neceſſity, or continue it 
longer than the Neceſſity required. ; bis Miniſters would certainly 
be made to anſwer for it to future Parliaments; no anterior Grant 
or "Reſolution of Parliament, could, upon ſuch an Occaſion, be 
— T Hors 937, 19 $01 3 9 
By the Arifocratical Part of our Government, we are ſecured 
againſt the Ambition of our Kings, as well as of private Men; 
and the Spirits of the People may be ſupported under the greateſt 
Misfortunes. Our Wobles, are by their Birth entitled to great 
Privileges and Preheminences; therefore (if they have any 


Thought at all) they are more particularly concerned in the 


Preſervation of our Conſtitution; and muſt, upon all Occaſions, 
be extreamly jealous of every Step that may tend towards its Over- 
throw (2). By their Education, they are, or ought to be, taught 
to learch into the Myſteries of. State - Affaire, and the hidden De. 


ſigns. of Men; from whence 'tis to be.thop'd, they will always 


diſcover the Danger before it becomes unavoidable-; and they are, 
upon all ſuch Occaſions, in Honour, obliged to ſet themſelves up 
as a Barrier, and to venture their Lives and their #; rtanes in De- 
Fence of the Conſtitution and the Liberties of their Country. 


Bat of all others, the Popular Part of our Conſtitution is the 


moſt benefictal: (3) The Power of the People in making their own 
Laws, and in calling their Governours, under the King, to an Ac- 
count, is ingraſted in aur Conſtitution, and eftabliſhed in the moſt 
perfe# Manner. Our People are not obliged to ſubmit to any Law, 
without their own Approbation; nor can any Law be altered or 


repealed without their Confent : Our People, aſſembled by their 


Repreſentatives in Parliament, may call the greateſt Subject to an 
Account, and may puniſb him for his Mijdemeanours : This is what 


gives Lift to our Latos, and ſocial Liberty to the neaneſt Subject. 


It is this that protect every Man's Life and Efate, and makes him 
it ſecurely under his on Fig Tree : it is this that Brid/es the Vi- 


vlence of the moſt Rapacious, and makes the Greateſt, the moſt 
powerful Criminal tremble in the full Poſſeſſion of his Power : 


And it is this that gives G/ory and Security to our King, Luftre to 


dur Nobles, and Freedom and Happineſs to our People. While 


this Corner of our political triangular Balance preſerves its due 


its 


(a). See ImtrednBion, p. 12. 85) See Jittyy'p. 11. 
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(a) See Introduction, p. . (5) See ditto, p. 13. (0 See ditto, p. 8. 
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its Weight, be, by any Art, transferred to either of the other twa, 
our Government will from that Moment become a monarchical | 
an ariftecratical Tyranny ; we ſhall all become Slaves, and, for 


one Generation, at leaſt, the moſt wretched of Slaves, by re- 
taining a Senſe of the ineſtimable Bleſſing we have loſt. 
I have ſhewed, that the Freedom of a Government chiefly confiſts 
in the People's having a Power fo call their Governours to an At- 
count, and a legal and effetual Method of exerci 1 that Power (4). 
The legal Method of exerciſing this Power, eſtabliſhed by our 
Conſtitution, is by an Impeachment, or ſome other ſort of Pro- 
ceeding in Parliament : This, I fay, is the legal Method; this, I 
hope, will always be an effectual Method for bringing the moſt 
powerful Offenders to Juſtice ; and by this Method, we are moſt 

prudently guarded againſt the Fury and Exceſs of numerous po 

pular Aſſemblies (3). If an exceſſive Warmth ſhould, upon any 
Occaſion, appear in the Houſe of Commons, it is checked and alle- 

viated, by the Coolneſs and Wiſdom of the Houſe of Peers, who, 

for their own Sakes, as well as for the Sake of Juſtice, are obliged 
to take care, that no Man ſhall ſuffer by any extravagant or ill- 
grounded Popular- Fury; and every one of the three Branches of 
our Legiſlature, may take care, that a dangerous Criminal ſhall not 


meet with unſeaſonable or undeſerved Mercy. 


With reſpect to the People, therefore, the Democratical Part o 
our Conſtitution is of great Advantage; but even with reſpect to 
our King and Governours under him, while they continue juſt 


and diligent in the Diſcharge of their Duty, it is of ſignal Benefit: 


For, while the People are free and undiſturbed in the Choice of 
their Repreſentatives ; and while the Members of both Houſes of 
Parliament continue faithful to the Truſt repoſed in them, our 
King and Governours, may in a legal and regular way, be truly in- 
formed how. the People ſtand affected towards their Adminiſtra- 
tion. If any Murmurs or Diſcontents ariſe, they may have the 
Occaſions of them regularly and fairly enquired into; by which 
the People will be ſatisfied, if they have been miſinformed, and if 
the Murmurs have been occaſioned by the Crimes or the Miſ- 
demeanors of the Underlings in Power; thoſe Underlings will 
be tried and puniſhed in a legal and regular Manner, by which 
the People will be pacified,, and their Reſentment againſt the 
King, or any great Officers under him, fully removed : So that 
neither our King nor his Miniſters can ever ſuffer, if they are in- 
noceut; nor can they be expoſed to thoſe violent Commotians 


and Inſurrections, which in abſolute Monarchies and Ariftacracies, 


are often fatal to the Innocent, by confounding them with the 
Guilty (c). 8 | | i 

Thus have I ſhewn the true Nature, and ſome of the chief Per- 
fefions of our Conſtitution. I hope I have ſet them in fo clear 
and diſtin& a Light, as to make every Man firmly reſolve to pre- 
ſerve them, at the utmoſt Peril of his Life and Fortune. | 1 


4 


4 


The Fedde of this Kingdom ( I mean, the. great and ancierl 
i 


ilies, whether they have got Titles or not] have ha many 


Wo fails wheter hoy bar r not } have had ma 
wr © hard Conflicts in Defence of our Conſtitution; and have raiſed 


"many ſtrong Bulwarks for its Preſervation : But thoſe of the pre- 
Tent Age, are not to fit down ſecure, with the Thoughts, that 
Le e have done, or provided all that was neceſſary for 

at Purpoſe; this I have ſhewn to be impoſlible : We may as 
well imagine, that our Anceſtors have ſecured us againſt being 


"conquered by foreign Enemies, and that we have therefore no 


reaſon to provide Atms for our Defence, or accuſtom ourſelves to 
the Art and Diſcipline of War. Power is, in ſome Shape or other, 
89 endeavouring to uſurp, and therefore Liberty muſt be 
perpetually upon its Guard, prompt to reaſſume whenever it has 
been e 3 and diligent in fortifying wherever an Attack is 
lite to e made. | 5 | 1 1 is 
Let me again take Notice, becauſe it is of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance, That as the Freedom and the Perfection of our Government, 
Tonliſts in its being compounded of a Monarchical,. an Ariſtocrati- 
cal, and a Democratical Power, the Preſervation of our Conſtitu- 


tion, muſt neceſſarily depend upon keeping thele three Powers 10 


great Oppoſition : Upon the contrary Side, he may probably find 


equally poiſed, that neither of them ſhall ever be able to ſwallow 
wp both, or either of the other two; and as each of the hre 
will be forever endeavouring to #/urp upon the other two, 
therefore it behoves every Man, who has the leaſt regard to the Hap- 


pineſs of his Country, or to his own Honour, to examine ſtrialy 


the Circumſtances of the Government in the Age in which he 
lives ; and if he findsthat too much Power has been artfully, or by 


Accident, thrown into any one of the three Scales; he is from that 
Moment engag'd in Honour, in Conſcience; in every Thing that 
can be dear to a wiſe and prudent man, to aſſiſt in removing ſome 
Part of the Weight from that Scale; for if this is not ſpeedily done, 
the Scale that has once got the Turn, will ſoon mount up the 07her 
tue to the Beam, and the Weights of both will then naturally 


. drop into the heavy Scale. 


As a prevailing Power will, at all Times, draw many Friends, a 
Man muſt, in this laudable Undertaking, expect to meet with 


many of his Relations, many of his Friends, and ſome, perhaps, 
from whom he has received ſignal Favours: But he ought to re- 
member, That no Relation, no private Friendſhip, no Favour r6- 


ceived, can oblige him, or ought to induce him to deſert the Cauſe 


of his Country, or to neglef doing any Thing that may contribute 
to its Succeſs : (a) Nay, ſome particular Caſes niay happen, where 
he may be obliged to ſacrifice, even his own private Opinion, with 
reſpect to a particular Caſe, to the Succeſs of what he has prin- 
cipally in view; for when a Conſpiracy is formed againſt the Con- 
ſiitution, there muſt be a Corfederacy formed to defeat it; and as 
the ConJpirators will, certainly, upon all Occaſions, ſacriſſce their 
private Sentiments to the Succeſs of the Conſpiracy, the Confe- 
TY 4 | | | derates 
ho h (a) See Introduction, p. 1. e 
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neraies mult ſoinetities /acrifice theit private Sentiments to the 
Saces f,, e ² c t ON 8 
In the preſent Age, I believe no Man will ſuſpect that there 
is too great a Weight, either in the ariſfocratical or ' democratical 
Scale of our Conſtitution ; but as for the nonarcbital, there is, in 
many reſpects, ſome Reaſon to ſuſpect that it is become 100 coeghty, 
nnd that the Libertiss we now enjoy; and the Preſervution of our 
= Confitution depend more upon his Majeſty's Viſdom and Good- 
neß, in not making an improper Ute of that Weight of Power, 
which has of late been thrown into the #ronarthical Scale, than 
upon the Nature of our Government, as it ſtands at preſent. 
This, I ſay, there is ſome reaſon to ſuſpect, in many Reſpects; 
but at preſent, I ſhall confine myſelf to the great Influence, which 
the Crown, or, at leaſt, the Miniſters of the Crown, might have 
upon Elections, and in both Houſes of Parliament, (if they ſhould 
ever be ſo wicked, as to direct the Power they have, to that Pur- 
q poſe) by means of the many Poſts; Penſions ; Tranſlations,” ecclt- 
aſtick, civil or military; and large Sums of Money, now in the 
Diſpeſal of the Crown, and depending upon the abſolute and ar- 
bitrary Will and Pleaſure of the Minifers for the Time being. 
II have already ſhewed, That when the Power of the People, 
geither in making Laws, or in calling their Governours to an ac- 
count, is to be exerciſed by their Repreſentatives ; it is abſolutely 
neceſſary, That no Member ſhould have any private Advantage or 
= Emolument, to loſe or expect, by his being for or againſt either Side 
E the Aueſtion; (a) for ſuch is the Nature of Mankind, ſuch has 
always been the Nature of Mankind, that the Generality of them, 
may, in moſt Queſtions, relating to the Pub/ich, be very much 
blinded by their private Advantage; nay, many Men will, upon 
all Occaſions, be ready to ſacrifice the Pub/ich for a very mean 
and paltry preſent Reward. I know it has been ſaid, we cannot 
imagine, that any Man of a tolerable Eſtate will ſacrifice his Ho- 
nour and the Conſtitution of his Country, for any Poſt or Pen- 
ſion the Crown can beſtow ; becauſe, he will thereby render pre- 
carious, not only the Poſt or Penſion he receives, but his own 
hereditary Eftate: But Gentlemen, who argue at this Rate, if 
they are ſerious, muſt underſtand very little of Mankind; for, it 
is certain, that many, I am afraid, moſt Men are ready to ſacri- 
fice the greater difant Good, known, and acknowledged to be ſo, 
for the Satisfaction of any preſent Appetite. No Man's private 
Eftate can be brought into an immediate Danger, by any Vote he 
can be required to give; and even an honeſt Man, may be ſo 
blinded by his preſent Advantage, that he cannot ſee the diffant 
Danger. This we are convinced of, by the Hiſtories of all 
Countries which have loſt their Liberties ; nay, in the Hiſtory of 
dur own Country, let us but conſider the beginning of Queen 
vw Mary's Reign; we know, that many of the beſt Families of En- 
2 13 were then in Poſſeſſion of Lands formerly belonging to 
bk enaſteries, which Lands would certainly have been taken _ 
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them, if, the Power of the Church of Rome had been fully re. 
eſtabliſhed in this Country; and yet, while ſhe had Spaniſb Gold 
to give, we find Loth Houſes of- Parliament, Lords as well as Con- 
e. sun ab ich her, in all her Meaſures for re-eſtabliſning 


the Power of the Church of Rome in this Kingdom. The Grants 
| of theſe Lands, in her Father's Reign, prevailed upon his Par- 
"F Liaments to join in all his Meaſures; yet, in her Reign, the di. 
Hon Fears of loſing them, could not prevail againſt the preſent 
Temptation of very trifling Sums in ready Gold. , -  _ bi 
If ever the Crown, or rather the. Miniſters of the Crown, 
Mould. be able, by the many Poſs and Penſions. at their Diſpoſal, 
40-influence Elections of all Kinds, and both Houſes of Parliament, 
Jo as to have always. a Majority in each Houſe, under the abſolute 
Direction of the - Paime . Miniſter for the Time being, it 
ſter to deſire a further 


would be no way neceſſary for any Mini | 
Sacrifice, of our Conſtitution ; for, by both Houſes being under 
ſuch a Direction, our Conſtitution would be as effectually deſtroy- 
| £d, as if both Houſes had joined in an abſolute Surrender of al! 
the Liberties and, Privileges of the People. The outward Form 
might, and probably would be kept up, but every Man muſt 
ſee, that the Life and Spirit of our Conſtitution would be loſt 
our Government would, from that Moment, become an abſolute 
Monarchy, and that one of the worſt Kind: For, if we muſt 
chuſe, it would be better for us to have an abſolute Monarchy, 
founded upon the Principles of Paſſive · Obedience and Non-Re- 
fiſtance; and ſupported by ſuperſtitious Prieſts, ridiculous as they 
are, than an abſolute Monarchy, founded upon Corruption, and 
ſupported by mercenary, Parliaments: In the firſt Caſe, the Peo- 
ple would, tis true, be Slaves, but they might preſerve their 
4:- gion and their Morality; whereas, in the,. laſt Caſe, the Peo- 
ple would, not only be Slaves, but the Generality of them, 
would, of courſe, become arrant Knaves, and a general Depra- 
| ity would ruſh in upon us; for all ſorts of Licentiouſneſs would 
Wo be encduraged, in order to make way for Corruption: We could 
; never expect to ſee our Debts paid off, nor to be relieved of any 
"of our Taxes; and if any Part of the old Debt ſhould at any 
Time be paid off, great Care would be taken to contract ſome 
new Debt in its ſtead; for the Doctrine lately broached would 
then become a certain and neceſſary Maxim of State, Our Debts 
muſt be rept flanding, and our Taxes continued, becauſe the De- 
pendencies they create, are neceſſary for the Support of our Govern- 
ment. ; SOA. ok Naw oy” 0 at boil pon. ; 8 
Under ſuch a Government as this, it would be impoſſible for 
the People, in a egal and regular Method, to bring any Miniſter 
to Juſtice, as long as he continued the Favourite of the Crown: 
Let him be as rapacious and oppreſſive as it is poſſible to imagine; 
let the Intereſt of the Nation be ſacrificed to Foreigners; let the 
7 Murmurings of the People he loud and general; nay, let him be 
burnt in E figit at every Market Town in England: Vet he would 
continue to rule over the People, to inſult the Nobles, to . | 
i * "= the 
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the Nation, and rob the Exchequer ; and till the Crown threw 
him of, he might every Year proudly brag of his Wiſdom and 
Innocence, and defy the Friends of the People to lay any: Thing 
to his Charge. Could we then pretend to be a free People? 
Could we pretend to a Privilege or Power, of calling our Gover- 
nours to an account, and puniſhing them for their Tranſgreſſions ? 
No! The Crown might now and then throw a Pzime Mini⸗ 
ſter out to be torn in Pieces by the mercenary Mob in Parlia- 
nent, at the Command of, and in order to give an Air of Popu- 


IT 1[arity to the next that ſucceeded ; but if no Miniſter is ever to be 
called to an account, or puniſhed by our Parliament, till he is 


given up by the Crown, the People of Turkey have as juft a Pre. 
IE zence to Libet, as the People of England could pretend to. 

This ſort of Government, the Royal Family, hen rightly in- 
formed, can never deſire to ſet up: It is againſt their Intereſt, it 


1G inconſiſtent with their Safety 3 for I have, I think, demonſirated, 
That in all Governments, it is the Intereſt of the chief Governor, 
to have ſome legal Method eſtabliſhed, by which the People may 


teſtify their Diſcontents ; by which they may call thoſe to an 
account, who have given them juſt Cauſe of Offence : And, as 
by our Conſtitution, the King can never be .made to anſwer: for 


: 7 | any Faults or Oppreſſions committed by thoſe under him, even, 


tho' committed by his expreſs Order in Writing; therefore it can 
never be the Intereſt of the King, or conſiſtent with the Safety 
of the Royal Family, to draw upon themſelves the popular Re- 
ſentment, by overturning, or endeavouring to overturn our Con- 
ſtitution. | . 
But, with reſpect to our Miniſters, and all in Power under the 
King, it is otherwiſe: They are all anſwerable, not only for their 
own Conduct, but in many Caſes for the Conduct of thoſe they 
employ: Nay, they are anſwerable for the King's Conduct, be- 
cauſe they are bound in Duty, to give him good and wholeiome 
Advice; and if he enters into any Meaſures which are inconſiſt- 
ent with the Intereſt of the Nation, or if he attempts any Thing 
againſt the Conſtitution, and contrary to the Laws of the King- 
dom, they muſt anſwer, and will certainly be puniſhed for it, if 
our Conſtitution be preſerved in its full Vigour. Conſidering 
therefore, the Weakneſs of human Nature, conſidering how apt 
Men's Heads are to turn giddy with Power, and conſidering how 
ready moſt Men are to turn the Power and Favour of the Crown, 
to the Aggrandizing and Enriching their own Families ; I believe, 
without pretending to the Gift of Prophecy, I may foretel, that 
we ſhall have, in future Times, as we have had in Times paſt, 
many Miniſters, whoſe perſonal Safety will depend upon prevent- 
ing 2ny fair and impartial Enquiry into the Conduct of their Ad- 
miniſtration; 2ud for this Purpoſe, they will certainly endeavour 
to overturn our Conſtitution, by having a Majority in one or both 

Houſes of Parliament intirely under their Direfion. — 
This Difference between the real Intereſt and Safety of the 
Royal Family, and the Intereſt and Safety of the King's Minifers,. 
| | D 2 ſhews 
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thews' us how neceſſary it is to diſtinguiſh between that Power 
which is veſted in the Crown, by the true and original Nature 
of our Conſtitution; and that Power which has ſince been veſted 
in the Crown,” either by Accident, or by the Art of Miniſters: 
The firſt, I ſhall call the Rox AL Powter of the Crown, the laſt, 
I ſhall call, what it really is, the Miniſterial Power of the 
Crown. From the ancient Hiſtories and Law Books of this King- 
dom, it appears, That the Power of the Crown did not formerly 
ſo much conſiſt, in the Naming of all the Officers employed in 
the Exerciſe of our Government, as in the commanding and di- 
recting them after they were named by the People; and this is 
certainly moſt agreeable to the true Spirit of our Conſtitution, 
which ſuppoſes that the King can do no Wrong, b&cauſe, if his 
Orders be contrary to Law, the Officer to whom they are directed 
dodught to inform him, and not only may, but ought to refuſe to 
execute them; and, if in ſuch'a Cafe, he negleQs to give the 
King-proper Information, or if he executes any illegal Orders, it 
is not the King, but the Officer, who, by our Conſtitution, does 
the Wrong, and he only is to be puniſhed for it: The Intention 
of this Regulation, certainly is, that it may not be in the Power 
of the King to do wrong; that it may not be in his Power to get 
any illegal Orders executed; and this Intention will probably be 
effectual, where the Orders are iſſued by the Crown, and the 
Officers named by the People: But when the Officers are named by 
rhe Crown, or rather by the Miniſters of the Crown, is it not to 
le preſumed, that ſuch men will be named, as may be fit for the 
Execution of any Miniſterial Fob ? | | 

- Moreover, our Kings are placed in a Situation ſo high, that 
they cannot be ſuppoſed to have a perſonal} Acquaintance with any 
of their Subjects, but ſuch: as are in the moſt exalted Stations, 
and therefore it is impoſſible they can know who are the molt pro- 
per Men to be named to any of thoſe inferior Poſts or Offices, 
which are neceſſary for the Exerciſe of our Government; in this 
they muſt truſt entirely to their Miniſters, and therefore the No- 

' mination to all ſuch Poſts and Offices cannot properly be called 
Royal, but Miniſterial Power; and the creating or increaſing of 
any ſuch Power, is creating or increaſing a Power, which, by the 
very Nature of it, muſt be generally employ'd againſt the Conſti- 
tation of our Government, and the Liberties of the People. This 
our Anceſtors were highly ſenſible of, and therefore the Nomina- 
tion of the chief Officers only was left to the King, but the Nomi- 
nation of all Oficers.of an inferior Rank, was veſted generally in 
the People. This Maxim we'll find was eſtabliſhed, with ſome 
little Variations, in every Branch of our Government: In the 
Ecclefiaftical Part of our Government, the King named the Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops, but. the inferior Clergy were moſtly named 
and preſented to their Livings by the People; that is, by thoſe of 
the People who had the Advowſons in them: In the Civil Part of 
our Government, the King named the chief Judges, but the in- 
ferior Judges, viz. the Sheriffs, who were likewiſe Military Offi- 
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eers, the Coroners, and the Conſervators of the Peace, were all 
choſen by the People: And in the Military Part of our Govern- 
: ment, the chief Generals of our Armies were named by the King, 
but moſt of the inferior Officers were ſuch as had their Cots 
from the Tenures they poſſeſſed, or ſuch as were choſen by their 
—= reſpective Counties: And with reſpect to the Navy, the King 
named the Admiral or Admirals, but the Captains of Ships, and 
all inferior Officers, were certainly named by the People, who, of 
old. always furniſhed ſuch Ships of War as were at the Time ne- 
= Rceflary for the publick Service. As for To/l-maſters and Tax. 

eatberers, we had neither 7 olls nor Taxes, and therefore were not 
| troubled with ſuch Yermin, till the true Nature of our Conſtitu- 


| A tion was forgot, or began to be not thoroughly underſtood ; and 


therefore when they were introduced, the Nomination of every 
X We of them was veſted in the Crown: In it they continue to 
this Day, and if no Alteration be made, ue may come to have the 
Head, of our Prime Minifters more taken up about the Nomination 
F mean Gaugers and Tide-waiters, in order to make the moſt of 
it, with reſpect to Elections, thay about vindicating the Honour, 
or protecting the Trade of the Nation. 1 
With reſpect to Penſions and Gratuities, it is the ſame. Thoſe 
Ew hich are granted to Men of eminent Rank, may be ſuppoſed to 
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be the Effects of Rox al. BenicnitY, and can never be granted 


but for eminent publick Services; ſo that the Conſiderations for 
vhich they are granted muſt be publickly known, and therefore it 


"XX would be no Diminution of the Royal Power to order them all 


to be publickly regiſtered under the Pain of High-Treaſon: But 
thoſe little hidden Penſions or Gratuities which are paid to Per- 
ſons of mean Rank, can but ſeldom be ſuppoſed to proceed from 
ZFRorar Renicnity, but from Miniſterial Bribery, Such 
are ſeldom granted for publick Services, and they may, very pro- 
bably, be granted in future Times for ſecuring to the Miniſter a 
-X Cozrupt Majozity in both Houſes of Parliament; therefore 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that all ſuch ſhould be publickly known, 
and the Conſiderations for granting them often enquired into; 
otherwiſe they may hereafter be. granted in ſuch a manner, as to 
ſecure not only a Miniſterial Maiozity in Parliament, but 
ſuch a Miniſterial Party in the Nation, as may make it 
dangerous, even for the Crown, to diſmiſs the Miniſter from his 
Employments. | | - | 
My Readers will now, I hope, fully underſtand the Diſtinction 
I have made between the Royal and the Minifterial Power of the 
Crown: The firſt is coeval with, and a neceſſary Part of our Con- 
ſtitution; and, when it is not under Miniſterial Direction, 
lt cannot be ſuppoſed that it will be often turned towards the Over- 
” | throw of our Conſtitution : The laſt is the Produce of later Ages, 
and is of late Years grown to ſuch a Height, that if any one Man 
ſhould hereafter get the Direction both of the Royal and Minifte- 
rial Pomer of the Crown, and ſhould turn both theſe Powers to- 
wards ſecuring to himſelf a Corrupt Slaviſb Majority = — 
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Feople, tho united to a Man ron him, would find it impoſſible | 
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ſecuring to the Miniſter a Tozrupt Majozity in either Houſe of | 


Las will be found 1 wi for, with rel 


many Men are prone to facrifice the publick Good to any little 


0), 


neft and free part of the 1 


"H6afes of Parliament, T zm afraid the 3; 
to exerciſe their Power in the Ig! and regular Manner eftabliſh- | 
"ed by our Conſtitution, eit reſpect to the calling of him or any 
of bts Tools to an account, or puniſhing them for 2 Blunders or 
r cc eee 
There are but two Ways of avoiding this Danger: The one is, 
to deſtroy or diminiſh that Miniſterial Power which has been 
Iitely created: The other is, to prevent its being employ'd in 


e 


D 


Parliament. This laſt Method has been attempted by the ſeveral 
. Lars lately made againſt Bribery and Corruption: But all ſuck 
Law 4 ual; t to thoſe wo 
corrupt, it is not neceflary for a Miniſter to tell a Man, in expreſs 
Terms, what Way he would have him Vote, upon any Occaſion: 


* * 8 * . — 


of 
It is not neceſſary to promiſe him directly a Poſt, a Penſion, or a E 
.Bribe, if he will vote for fuch a Candidate at an Election, or upon 
fach- a Side of any Queftion in Parliament: Let the Minifterial 7 
Vill but be revealed, and if he has a great many Favours to be- 
Row, and a great deal of. Money to give, all the Mercenary, the 1 
Covetous, and the Neceſſitous, will of courſe go blindly to that 
Side of the Queſtion, eſpecially if it be publickly known that hi. 
Favours or Gratuities are diſpenſed only to thoſe who, at Elections, 
er in. Parliament, vote ſtaunchly according to the Will which be is 
pleaſed to reveal By this he will, upon all Occaſions, make ſure 
of a great Number of Men; and he may take ſuch Ways to com- 
municate his Will to the Publick, that it will be impoſſible to 
charge him, by any Law that is or can be made, with corrupting 
the Fo 
Table, his other Livery Men, or Ribbon. Men, may, upon all Oc- 
caſlons, give the Signal: Nay, the Pulpit may be wickedly made 
the Channel for communicating and explaining his Will to the 


People; and the Pre/ates of our Church may become the Pole- Stars, 
'by whom the mercenary Crew are to ſteer their Courſe 10 Miniſterial 
r Ciba oy | = 
Then as ro the Corrupted ; it muſt be granted that many, too 4 


3 


oters. His Foatmen may communicate his Diſcourſe at 


* 
<4 
gr jews 


Preſent Ap petite of thiir an"; Thi is too much the Nature of 
Tankind; and it is impoſſible to alter their Nature by any Law, 


or by any Form of Goverament:: All that can be done by the 
ite Rebdlaticns, is to take care that nd Man fhall have it in his 
aner to ſatixly any private Appetite: by fierißeing the publick 
Good, without being expoſed to feat” Panzer of being imme. 
diateſy ee ſeverely puniſtied?; hut as it is impoſſible to 
dſcover the Motive of a Man's voting, either at Elections or in 


Parliament, thetefore no Man who ſabrifices the publick Good, 
for the Satisfactign of a private Appetite, by voting from a cer- 7 
Fp: Motive, either at Elections or in Parliament, can be under 
ny Apprehenfions of being either diſcovered or puniſhed ; and 
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for this Reaſon we may depend on it, that this Crime will be I 
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committed, by: all ſelfiſh and inconfiderite Men, as often as they 
have an Opportunity to vote according to. the private Directions 
the or Inſinuations they receive from a Miniſter, who has a great 

-y many Favours to beſtow, and a great deal of Money to give ; by 


which the Crime may at laſt become ſo general, and ſo frequent, 
FE :hat even the Infamy attending it will loſe its Effect: It may, like 
ſome other Crimes I could name, become ſo faſhionable,” that a 
Man will be looked on as an enthuſiaſtical Madman, who neglects 


or refuſes being guilty of it upon any Oęcaſion. OMG | 
Prom theſe Conſiderations it muſt, I think, appear impoſſible 
_ 0 prevent the Influence of the Miniſter ial Power of the 
row in Parliament by any Laws made, or that can he made 


eral gainſt Bribery and Corruption: And conſidering. the great Ad- 
th 4 itions lately made to the Civil Liſt Revenue, the great Additions 


Inade to our Fleets and Armies, the great Increaſe of our Colonies 

n the Meſt- Indies, and the many Taxes we have at preſent, with 
be Multitude of new Dependencies upon the Miniſters of the 

row, that have been thereby created, I think it is alſo plain, 
hat if the preſent Miniſterial Power of the Crown ſhould 
ver be turned towards procuring a Corrupt Minifterial Majority 
In Parliament, it would be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to 


h i pur Conſtitution : I i therefore become abſolutely neceſſary to ro- 
7 777 le our Government as muth as we can to its firſt. Principles, 
t his | 


eroying, or at leaſt diminiſhing that Minifterial Power of f 

"RE r0wn, which has been lately created, which was far from being 
Enown to any of our Ancefiors. This is our o2ly Road to Salvation 
very other Method is but nibbling at the Bait: If we have a mind 
o be abſolutely. ſafe, we mult cut the Line upon which may barg 


le to 1 e gilded Hooks of Corruption. n 
ting i Tho'. the Diminution of this Miniſterial Power be the 
ſe at nly effectual Method, and the Method we onght chiefly 20 aim 


| Oc- t, for ſecuring our Conſtitution againſt the fatal Effects of Bribery 

Ind Corruption; yet the other is not to be neglected ; and there» 
"Fore when any Diſcovery or Complaints are made, that this dan- 
eerous Crime has been perpetrated, whether by Miniſters or by 
vrivate Men, it certainly ought to be ſtrictly enquired into, and 
ſeverely puniſhed. I know that by many Gentlemen who have 
ot thoroughly confidered-our Conſtitution, and the dangerous:Ef- 


Law. Yook'd upon with great Indifference. It is look'd on as a Diſpute 
Dy the among the Peers of that Kingdom, which no way relates to us; 
in 0 but I muſt beg ſuch Gentlemen to conſider, that while a Miniſter 
ablic preſerves the Favour of his Maſter, and engroſſes perhaps a great 
— ert of the Royal, as well as Miniſterial Power of the Crown, he 


ill always have many Honours, Poſts, Penſions; and Tranſlations, 


$ Or 1 3 celgſiaſtict, Civil and Military, to beſtow : By theſe he may (if 
Good, any. Miniſter ſhould ever apply them that way) ſecure the Vote 


a 6 
under 
1; and 
vill be 5 
com- 


of every, mercenary. mean Soul, who may hereafter have 4 Vote 
or Life in tice Houſe of Peers; and if ſuch Miniſter ſhould obtain 


FFC 
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| . n 
the abſolute Direction of all the Elections of Peers for Scotlau, ſo 
: us that the Sixteen Peers for that Kingdom ſhould always be ſuch * 
as could obtain or preſerve their Seats in that Honſe only by his 
— Favour, maſt we not expect that every one of them would ſacri- 
nice his Honour to the Preſervation of that Favour ; and as theß 
came there by his Direction, would, upon all Occaſions, certainly 
give their Votes according to his Direction? Is there not then 
great Reaſon to apprehend, that Sixteen Minifterial Peers from 
ef | | Scotland, added to the other Miniſterial Mercenaries that may here- 
after be in that Houſe, would always make a Majority for the | 


— 15 — — e or \ = 
- a * * rn 
22 2 3 2 5 - \ 
$4--- 1 4 == 2 > by 3 Cs 4 * — 
5 a 8 5 4 — k 2 p . 1 "> - 
S — 
2 _— © way * < NO 
r 8 — — —— 
PIE. 2 0 3 re _ 


Miniſter for the Time being? And if the Miniſter for the Time 
being ſhould be always ſecure of a Majority in the Houſe of Peers, 
How would it be. poſſible for the People to make any legal and effec- 
Zual Uſe. of that Power, in the Exerciſe of whith I have beton. 
that the Freedom of 'a Government, or the Liberties of the People, 
can only com? The Houſe of Commons might impeach, but 
would ſuch a Majority condemn ? The Houſe of Commons might 
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We! Paſs Bills of Pains and Penalties, lat would ſuch a Majority con- 
| 10 cure It is not to be preſumed: And therefore it is certain, that 
ot: the Liberties of this Nation would be in the utmoſt Danger, if 


— U¹ 


ever the Elections of the Sixteen Peers for Scotland ſhould come to 
be abſolutely under Miniſterial Direction. 
But ſuppoſe it were otherwiſe : Suppoſe the Liberties of Zug- 
land no way depended on the Fate of any Election in Scotland; 23 
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| Feet in the laſt Election of Peers for that Kingdom, we have a par- 

|= ticular Concern : We ought to conſider, that,” at leaſt, ſeven of 

lh | thoſe who repreſented the Peerage of Scotland in laſt Parliament, 
| 


. — 
E 
"WY. L005 mn. A — 
A * 
we 


J appeared /renuonfly in oppoſition to 4 Scheme, by which the Coup 
| ds Grace was to have been given to the Liberties of England: We 
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_ | | 1_- ought to conſider, that not one of the ſeven was choſen for this 
0 #4 _ Parliament; and that three of the ſeven ſigned the PeTIT1ION pre- 
i ſiented laſt Seſſion to the Houſe of Peers; from whence we may 
HG [ : - conclude, that if any undue Methods, or illegal Practices were at 
i laſt Election ſet on foot, it was againſt them they were all diredt- 
13 ed: By being frenuous Afſertors of the Liberties of England, they 
{1.7908 have." ſuffered ; therefore, in Generoſity, in Honour, in Gratitude, i 
. 208 ought to make their Cauſe our own. re EY T2932 BM 
1165 As we have then a double Concern in the laſt Election of the 
Sixteen Peers for Scotland, we are under a double Obligation to 
examine into the Complaint exhibited 44% Seſion of Parliament 
againſt the undue Methods and illegal Practices made uſe of at that 
Election; and if there appears to be any good Grounds to ſuſpe&t 
that ſuch Practices were really made uſe of, we are in Honour, in 
Duty to our Country, and in Gratitude to our Friends, obliged to 
have them regularly inquired into, the Guilty ſeverely puniſned, 
and ſome Regulations made for preventing the like in time to 
come. The: Grounds of Suſpicion muſt, in this Caſe, be founded 
upon the Nature of the Thing in general: Upon the Charaer 
"aud Credit of the Complainants, or Informant : Or 77 the 
nn FF raticer © 
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4 4 | REM ter wo. ©. 85 3 Neem, of thin, a 
"bis | E | ze had without any gal Taq, or Comp uf an. © 

| Pie 8 befure I proceed to Sa the Drona of” Socken in 
| the! Cale now before me, give me leave'to fuppoſe 4 Cale, Which 
| 1 am far from thinking to be che Caſe at preſent: However,” 
7 may ſuppoſe,” chat a Man of mean Bitth and Education, in 15 
4 ene future Reign,” by vile Arts, and worſe Practices, ge t the en- 
wo tire Mansgement of the Sovereign: That by fo doi ee ply 
1 have ingroſſed botk the Royal” M ft Power” BE: 
Crown, and the whole and "ſole Direction of our publick Fiſts, „ 


ers, ock foreign and 'domeftick :\ That he may be one who his e 
Fee. inuedd in this for many Years, and has. diverted br withdrayn th 
wn | 4 Sovereign Ear from every Man of Senſe in the Kingdom: 


be may have made up for himſelf à motley Faction, 2 E88 


7. 1 x of Whign, who have ole aud deſerted theit Pri 24 Bl 
;>he 7 / Lt:rty; ind of Farobites, who have ir and Jrjerttd t 
oe. Principles of Loyalty * That he ma 4 1 pes of 2 0 
that "- "mi Into every Office, i Tool fit for red "to 


1 his Commits, and every Man Riſes From the OE W re- 


r,'it | 

2% foſed or beglected to pay à fawning Subtpiſjon' to this MHH 

ie to /: e this ng he” pear tg in "own 

- Hands the ſole Diſpoſal of the Poſts and Places, not ot of” his 

"5 own particular Office, but of every Office in Aga That by 
ar. = eans of his Ignorance and 108 nee in the conducting of 8 

Fer Affairs, or perhaps by more wicked Means, the Nation may ba 


become the Scoff and the Ridicule” f all its Neighbours: "Ph has 


my | vur Trade may have been interrupted, our Merchants inſulrgd: a 
We plandered, and our publick Money miſ⸗ applied, or {quzndered 
his away in ridiculous Expeditions, and fruiel Norah $9 Phar 
5 moſt remarkable Opportunities for doing ben; to dur iure 5 
- „ Subjects, and for vindicating the Honour, and eſtabliſhing * 


Trade of the Nation, may have been ne Jetted, or by i ridicuto 
Meaſares turned to dur Diſadvantuge : 75% Sort, that cue nag Vs 
laſt brought into ſuth a tijmal d̃tatę, that we cas rare with 
Safety or Honour continue in Peace,” mor Fur qur/e)ves zntb any PR 
rable Condition "et entering into a Har. | 
the if The Nation being in ſuch CirchMitanbed Tuppoſe a ne Parliz- 
„ment is to be choſen: Would not ſuch x Minifter haye'reaſon ts 
8 dread that the People would return ſuch à Set of Repreſentatives, 
as would certainly impeach him? Would not he have ſome reaſon 
ef to doubt the Succefs of all the Arts he could uſe for corrupting ot 
Pet communding the Elections of the Commons ? Aud in thar Caſe, in 
order to prevent the Effect of any Impeachment, would not he b) 
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-» all means endeavour to ſecure a Maj * in the How/#vf Lords 
8 This he certainly would; and as * ppoſe him 5 have the 
ged. Whole and ſole diſpenſing of the Royal, as Al as Miniſterial Por 
= of the Crown, he would certainly make uſe of both for this Par- 
the ſe : As the Nobility of Scotland have, many of them, the'Miſ- | 
* rtune to have but ſmall Eſtates, it is well known that many, T 


955 1 e es moſt- of them, have _ or Penſions at the Pleaſure bs 
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ide Crown, vpon which Poſts-and Penſions the chief Part of their 
Subſiſtence depends. Must not we 'theh conclude, that ſuch a 
Miniſter would be ſure to direct his Batteries againſt this goeak Side 
of our Conſlitutian, in order to . induce or -compe/-the Peers of 
Scotland to chuſe any Sixteen; he ſhould name? For this Purpoſe 


£439) 


he ee ,of many Poſts and Offices, particularly in Scotland, 
| would be put off till about the Time of the Elections coming on, 
In order to; have at that critical Juncture the more Favours, or 
by ather, the more-Bribe:, to beſtow ; Many Months before, the Elec- 
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| tion he would take 55 to make up a Liſt of Sixteen Peers to be 
5 ch en: Agents and Tools would be diſpatched to Scotland with 
Copies of this Liſt, to tell the Peers reſiding in that Kingdom, 1t 
10 guar the Lift made. up. by the King and his Niniſters; and that i; 
= they did not vote for it, they muſt expect the worſt Effects of his 

Azjelty's Reſentment and Indignation; but if they voted for it, 
they Would talk of them in the moſt favourable. manner to the 
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| King, nd they might depend upon having whatever Favours they 
1 red from the Crown, either for themſelves, or their Relations. 
10 Thoſe, Agents would, without doubt, be likewiſe provided with 
Wh | Soms of. ready N wherewithal to bribe. the Covetous and 
| Neceſftous; and with Power to promiſe Penſions in Time. to 
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Peeple's Liberties, and that, which is given for ſupporting the Ho- 
nur and. Dignity of .the Crown, applied to the, Diſhonour and the 
Pijerace of tbe Notion, oo od rang nn ho ge) 
* duch 2 Caſe is far from being applicable to the preſent Time: 
i lis Majeſty's Wiſdom and Prudence makes it impoſſible for us to 
if, apprehend any ſuch Caſe during his Reign but, to the Misfor- 
| | Zune of his, People, he is not immortal, Bis natural Life muſt come 
is 10 an end, the' bis ah and his Glory neuer can; therefore we do 
not know. what may happen in future Times: And would it not 

oe de a terrible Misfortune to this Nation, if ſuch 2 Miniſter ſhould 
145 Have any thing like a Precedent. for ſuch Practices? I ſay, any 
_ thing. like a Precedent; for if any thing like unto this appears in 
Ms the Story of the late Election, we muſt ſuppoſe. they were all 
'.,..8 Pretences, forged and ſet 'up by a Parcel of low inſignificant Men 


ti 
15 | 


[0 for. their own private Ends: We cannot ſuppoſe that his Majeſty, 
bs: : or any of bis chief Miniſters, would be concerned in ſuch wicked 
1 ractices; but if any ſuch Pretences were actually ſet up, if any 
1 0 ſuch Practices were really made uſe of, the Contrivers and Abet- 
160 0 tors, let them be who they will, ought to be puniſhed in the moſt 


rigorous Manner our Laws will permit; not only for making fuch 
a falſe and traiterous Uſe of the Name of bis Majefty and his Mi- 
after s, but for attempting to impoſe upon the Peerage of. Scotland, 
41 end endeayouring to introduce among them a mean and venal Spirit, 
15 i an Affair in which they ought to be influenced by nothing but 
4 | Honour and publick Gd. Len od e vi - 
. But now to return to my Subject, and to conſider what Grounds 
1 we have to ſuſpect, that ſome illegal Pradices were made uſe of 
4 at the 44% E/efHjon of Peers for Hotland; If we conſider theſe 
et, * 4 Grounds, 
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is 1 Grounds, with reſpect to the Nature of the Thing in general, it 


ide 3 mult be granted, that nothing but the Truſt we may with Confi- 
of dence repoſe in his Majefty's Wiſdom and Penetration, and the tho- 


oſe ¶ rough Knowledge re have of the Innocence of i boſe chirfly employ'd 
nd, 1 | by him, can prevent every Man's having a ſtrong Suſpicion that 
on, ſuch Practices were made uſe of at the laſt Election, that ſuch 


or Practices have been made uſe of at all Elections in time paſt, and 
that ſuch Practices will be made uſe of at all Elections in time to 
come. Let any Man make the Cafe his on: Let him ſuppoſe 
FRhimſelf a Miniſter: Would not he give any Place or Penſion he 
had at his Diſpofal, rather to a Man who votes at any Election for 
his Friend, than to one/that votes againſt him? Nay, if he could 
with any Safety, would he not infinuate ſo much, either by him- 
ſelf, or ſome of his Agents? I acknowledge, that ſuch Things 
XX ought not to be done: The Favours of the Public ought never to 
= made to interfere with Elections; nor ought they to be beſtowed 
i reward of private Services: But ſuch is the Nature of Man- 
lind: We cannot, at leaſt we ſeldom do, diſtinguiſh between the 
pPublick and the Private: Even the moſt prudent and upright Mi- 
W niſter is apt to imagine, that thoſe who oppoſe him, elpecially in. 
Elections, are no Friends to the Publick, and that therefore they 
deſerve none of the Publick Favours: This wrong Judgment it is 

W mpoſſible to prevent; and therefore there are, from the Nature 
of the Thing in general, moſt ſolid Grounds for ſuſpecting that 
as ſome illegal Practices may have been made uſe of at the laſt 
to Election. ih | asf 8 
== MWith respect to the Character and Credit of the Complainants er 
"&1rformants, every Man who has the Honour to know them, eve- 
do ry Man who has heard of them, muſt agree, that the utmoſt Re- 
ard ought to be had to what they Declare. They are all Perſons 


not "Fl "TY, * . ” 7 

auld Pof as Great and Noble Families as any in Britain, they are all 
8 2 . & , 

ny 8 known to be Noblemen of Great Honour, and therefore their Ve- 


in racity is not to be doubted : They have declared, that they know, 
all from ſuch Teſtimonies as they can depend on, that fome Practices 
were made uſe, of, which they thought zg, and dangerous. 
What are we then to doubt of? Are we to doubt of their Judg- 
oa meat, by imagining that the Teſtimonies are ſuch as cannot be 
ny depended on; or that they are miſtaken in their Opinion about the 
Practices made uſe of? Their known good Senſe forbids it. They 


4 are all Noblemen of Great Abilities': Two of them have had the 
4% Honour to ſerve the Crown in moſt difficult Negotiations; in Ne- 
. gottations which required the greateſt Capacity, and the moſt, 


d. 3 conſummate Knowledge of Mankind: One of the Two is known 

to have as thorough a Knowledge of our Laws, as any Nobleman, 
in the Kingdom, and the other was employed at a Court where the 
XX utmoſt Addreſs is at all times required, and at a Time when the 


N 

75 
2 

* 


EX... 

X38 
= 

8 


Wi 4a © I * 
Kos - — * 


4285 * — — ws - 6. 
& þ 2 FEEDS 


GS 
_ _ 


— 
- Mae 


„ — * 


Td — 


r - 
Bead Ee AGE PF — w . 


— — ſ— 
— — 


3 FR 


- x. - © ” - 
- — — 
„ —— — ES — — 
2 1 * 
* — 2 wg > — — 


— — 
— 


— — 
2 


— — 4 — 


j 


5 20. Ws : « LN 1 4 e 
22 Cine a,” NY 1 —— 
2 : 


= — 3 ba — _—_— — 
3 — — 1 
— B 5 I 2 —— 
= — — — 2 o ” - 


— os 
+ 


> 


86 3 


* = 
RY AE 3 
* * 


— 
EE 


by & x <A - 
OE Oe. 
va - 


OE. 


a - 


— — 
— 


et 
A ee eee 


5 2 
——— ——— 


2. 


_ * 


— 
— — mu — 


—— » 
—— — 


—— ——— 
2 * 

— 
— — — 


— — 
2 2 
2 * 


—— — 


* 


„3 


* 


ledged: Car we then dpube of the Forte of thoſe Tefimonies upon 


: 


which they depend? Can we doubt of the Illegality or the Danger 
of. thaſe Practices which: they. repreſent as ſuch? _ 852 6 
I now come to the Practices ibemſalues, and the Proofs or Teſti- 
manies of thoſe. Practices, which have accidenta{ly fallen into my 
Hand,; and from thence 1 ſhall make it appear, I think, as evi- 
dent as the Sun at Noen-day,; that there are very ſtrong. Prooſs, 
That at the Time of the laſt Election, there was a Set of Men, 4 
Set of Traitors I may juſtly call them, who went about in Scotland 
defaming bis Majeſty and his Miniſters, by pretending that they 


had a Power to promiſe Raya] Rewards and Penſions to ſuch Lords 


g's Lip: Nay further, that they offered and actually gave Mo- 
ney to ſome, which. was certainly the Money of private Men, but 
they had the Audacity to call it The King's Money, I know that 
many of the Teſtimonies the Noble Petitioners had to depend on, 
are. not fallen. into my Hands, but ſuch as I have come at, and 
durſt preſume to make publick, I have publiſhed in the Appendix, 
and ſhall refer to them as occaſion requires. 5 
The particular Inſtances of illegal Practices, ſet forth by the 
etitioners, in their Anſwer or Return to the Order of the Houſe 
of Peers, of the 2 iſt of February laſt, are as follows, viz. 

I. „ That the Liſt of ſixteen Peers for Scotland, was ſhewn to 
« Peers, as a Liſt approved of by the Crown, and was called the 
< King's Liſt, of which there was to be no Variation, unleſs to 
make Room for one or two particular Peers, on condition they. 


2 vste for a Lift, which they had the Inſolence to call The 


Gould go along with the Meaſure. 


n . 


II. That Endeavours were, uſed to engage Peers to vote for 
< this Liſt, without the Liberty of making any Alteration, by 
«* Promiſes of Penſiong, and Offices, Civil and Military, to them- 
<< ſelves and near Relations, and by actual Promiſes and Offers of 
« Sams of Money. | - | | 
III. “ That Sums of Money were actually given to, or for the 
« Uſe of ſome Peers, to engage them to concur in the Voting 
* this Liſt. 1, e ee % ib ol 

IV. “ That annual Penſions were promiſed to be paid to Peers, 
« if they concurred in the Voting this Liſt ; ſome of them to be 
on a regular Eſtabliſhment, and others to be paid without any 
« Eſtabliſhment at all. S | 

V. © That about the Time of this Election, numbers of Pen- 
* ſions, Offices, (of which feveral are nominal) and Releaſes 


A of Debts owing to the Crown, were granted to Peers who con- 
„ curred.in voting this Liſt, and to their near Relations. 


VI. That on the Day of Election, a Battalion of his Majeſty's 
« Forces was drawn up in the 4bbey-Court at Edinburgh, and 
« three Companies of it were marched from Leith, a Place at one 
« Mile's, Diſtance, to join the reſt of the Battalion; and kept 
under Arms from Nine in the Morning till Nine at Night, 
© when the Election was ended, contrary to Cuſtom at aſan, 

e e | „an 


9 


C430: 
4 and without any Cauſe-or Oecaſion, that the Petitianers could 
« foreſee, other than the Over-awing of the Election. 

I am ſure, it will, be granted, that every one of theſe Facts 
is illegal, and a high Incroachment upon the Freedom of Election; 
XZ therefore I ſhall not detain; my Readers with any Remarks upon 
that Head, but proceed directly to the Conſideration of thoſe 
Proofs or Teſtimonies which have fallen into my Hands; in 
order to ſee, whether they are ſuch, as may . who is 
* jealous of the Honour of the Peerage, and the Liberties of his 
7 Country, any Ground to ſuſpect, that ſome ſuch Praftices were 

really made uſe of. „ | 
| As to the Firſt then, That a Lift of Peers to be choſen at the 
next Election, was ſhe wg to ſome Peers, and was called the King's 
Lift, or the Miniſterial-Liſt, appears by the Teſtimony of the, 

" of "© Who expreſsly ſays, That Mr. | 
(a Gentleman in 4 Poſt of high Truft in Scotland) told him in 
Auguſt 1733, that. be hoped he, the ,  evould 
Id it his Intereſt, to concur with ſuch a Lift of foxteen e 
would be concerted and offered by the Miniftry (all: This Teſti- 
monpy is ny the who fig, That: the, 

2 (a N---leman greatly concerned in Kt Admint-, 
ſtration of the Affairs of Scotland) in Auguſt 1733, pulled out a: 4 fot 
Poclet- Bool, ſaying to him, Pil ſhew you the Liſt of fixteen 
to be choſen at the enſuing Election, as it was given in ta the King 7 
before J left London; and which bis Majeſty and his Servants. 
have approved of (5). And further, the | 
ſays, That the 8 told him, I have made Mr: 

* 24 a Lord of Seſſion, to bring in bis Brother to vote the 

King's Liſt I ſhewed to you, of the fixteen far Scotland, at 
the next Election for a new Parliament (c): And that upon ano- 
ther Occaſion, The ſaid / prefſed him ta be prev 
ſent at. the Eleftion of a then enſuing, becauſe it would be 
obliging to the King, who, ſays he, takes Notice of every Thing of 
that kind, and tho appears at Elections (d): And at another 
Meeting, the ſaid of told him, That he, the 

| > Bad formerly fſhewn himſelf in the Inte- 
reſt of the King and his Servants, and.therefare he could not doubt. 
of his going into the Meaſures ef the King and e. at the 

? — 


: 


= next Election of pxteen r Scotland, and vate the: King's 
en- Liſt (e). The 2 of he two Nele A Bax 
ſes | ed by the Teſtimany of two other N---le (V, whoſe Evi- 
on- dence, tho' they declare only what they heard, mult be admitted 
a ſtrong Confirmation of the former; eſpecially, when we con- 9 
ty's der, that Hearſay- Evidence, with ſome other eircumſtantil!l! 
and Proofs, and without one direct poſitive Witneſs ſwearing upon 
one bis own Knowledge, was admitted, not many Years ſince, as a 
ept convincing Proof, by both Houſes of Parliament. 
NS, XZ (2) See Appendix, Num. 1ſt. Line. 9. ' (5) See ditto, No, ad. L. 37. 


and (e) See ditto, No. zd. L. 22. (4) See dito, No. ad. L. 146. (e) See 
3 dit to, No, ad. L. 146. (F) 8ce ditto, No. Ack. 5th, 
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abovementioned | | 0 
told him, that if be would give his Promiſe, to concur with 
the Lift he had mentioned (the Miniſterial Liſt) he was ready to 


6 7% Br n 


1 ( 240) | | 

"The 2d, 3d, and 4th Articles of the Charge, are only different 
Circumſtances of the fame Crime, viz. That of promiſing or 
giving publick or private Rewards, in order. to. influence the 


Votes of the ©* 


who declares, That Mr. 


give him 400 J. ready Money, with Aſſurance of a.yearly Penſion 
of 400 J. (a) And it is likewife proved, by the Evidence of the 
. 


nor a Majority of Dragoons; tho the Zeal he teſtified, at that 
Time, for the King's Service, and for the Honour of his Coun- 
try, gave him ſome Title to the former, and his long and faithful 
Service in the Army, gives him, not only. a Title, but a juſt 


Claim to the latter: But ſo far, it ſeems, are ſuch Services, from 
being thought worthy of Royal Favour, by ſome Men in Scotland, 


that even, the ſmall Favour of an Enſign's Commiſſion beſtowed 


upon his Son, is RD he a Favour thrown away (4), becauſe he 
e. Minifterial Liſt ; as if the betraying onen 
Country at Elections, or in Parliament, were the only Se 


would not vote the. 


and the only Merit, by which a Man could expect any Preferment 
in the Army: Tho' this be not the Caſe at preſent, yet it may 
hereafter happen to be the Caſe ; and therefore deſerves the par- 
ticular Notice of all Gentlemen, who now have, or may hereafter 
Bave Commiſſions in our Fleets or our Armies. : 
The Evidence of theſe two N---le 
Evidence of Mr. 


plained to tbe of that tbe of Bad 


at every Election fince 1718, voted the Court Lift of and 


en that account had every Time been promiſed a Penſion of 200 1. 
yet be had never received any Money but one fing/e 1001. He was 
anſwered by the © of That Promiſes of Penſions, formerly 
had not been” performed, but that his preſent Majeſty was flow in 
Promiſing, but punctual in Payment; that be bad repreſented the 


paſt Services, and that his Penſion was. 


0 AT 2 
ſettled, and would be regularly paid (c). This Complaint and An- 
ſwer taken together, is a direct Inſtnuation, that the Penſion then, 
or before promiſed to tje of was on ac- 
count of his voting the Court Liſt, or what was called the King's 
or Miniſterial Lift at laſt Election; and that the of Scotland 
are wickedly made to believe, that the only Service, by which 


they can propoſe to get any Share of the Royal Bounty, is, to 


: * D / £ 
© (a) See Appendix, No. fſt. L. Iath. (b) See ditto, No. ad. L. 242. 
(5) See ditio, No. 3d. L. 33. | 


ol Scotland at the Election. This Crime 
is directly, and very expreſsly proved by the Evidence of the 


We. from the whole Tenor of whoſe Te- 
ſtimony, it plainly appears, that he was to have had 200 J. a 
| Year added to his Penfion, and a Majority of Dragoons, on con- 
dition he would vote for the King's, or Miniſterial Liſt, as it was 
called: Ang, that this was the only Condition, is ſince become 
fill more evident, becauſe he has got no Addition to his Penſion, 


ervices, 


is confirmed by the 
who ſays, That he baving com- 


— 


1A 
= * * 
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80 


o 


c Divetbors ot att BleSiins? Dri 
vote according to Miniſterial Directions at all Elections. & 
' there be any Thing more injurious to the ſacred Char utter of MA. 


jeiy? Can there be any Thing more deſtructive , the Freedom and 
"Independenty F Parliament? a ESE c Teh 

Theſe three Evidences, who all teſtify, upon their own proper 
Knowledge, are [enforced by the Evidence of two other” N.. le 
wo declare, that what they give an Account' of, they had 
from khe very Perſons who got Money and Poſts by voting for 
the Miniſterial Liſt (a); ſo that if any Enquiry be made into this 


Aͤ̃tfair, theſe very Perſons might be examined, and certainly would 


be obliged to give a full Account of the Influence they were under 
- when they voted for that Liſt. 


. 


The ;th Artiele does not require any parole Evidence, becauſe 


4 46 it may be proved by publick Records; and among the Papers I 


T have, there is one which contains a Lift of no leſs than een 
Scotch + who got Poſt; Penfion, or Releaſe of Debt from the 
.Crown, about the Time of the laſt EleQion, as 'may be proved 
by the publick Records of one or other of the two united King- 
doms : This Liſt I have examined into, with all poſſible Care and 


Induſtry, and am convinced, not only of the Truth of ' what is 
there repreſented, but that moſt of the fleen there 
mentioned, are ſuch as would have voted for ſome of the unſuc- 


ceſsful Candidates at the. laſt Election, if they had been left to 
their own free Choice; that is to ſay, I muſt believe they would 
have voted for ſome of the unſucceſsfu}' Candidates, if I can 


- Judge of a Man's way of voting from Blood Relation, intimate 
Acquaintance, and great Favours beſtow'd, all centering in the 
- Perſon of one Candidate, in competition with another Candidate, 


who has not one of theſe Arguments, who has not ſo much as a 
perſonal Acquaintance to plead in his own Behalf. . WV 


n 


The Records of both Kingdoms may be eaſily come at by either 


Houſe of Parliament, and, if from them it ſhould appeir, that a 
greater Number of Penſions, Offices, and Releaſes of Debts, 
were granted away in the Year of the laſt Election in Scotland 


than in any two ſince the preceeding Election, and that few or 
none of theſe Favours were granted, but to ſuch as voted plumb 
for what was called the King's, or the Minifterial Lift, it will be 


a ſtrong Preſumption againſt the Freedom bf laſt Election; and 


that the diſperſing of Roya] Favours, at leaſt in Scotland, is is 
very wicked Hands. But of all Things, I am ſurpriſed to hear of 


Releaſes of Debts due to the Crown being given for any Con- 
ſideration, except that of paying the full Sum due: This, the 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, are, in a particular Man- 
ner, bound to enquire into; becauſe, as the People are obliged to 


ſupport the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, their Repreſen- 


tatives have a Right, and are in Duty bound, to enquire into all 


Srants made out of the Eſtate of the Crown; and to proſecute 


thoſe who ſhall adviſe the making of any ſuch Grants without : | 


(a) See Appendis No, 4th, sth. 
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zan Conßderatlon, more eſpeciilly:choſs whb ſhalt adviſe making 


I have now gone thr 


_ diſtinQly, till they. imagine they are fure of the Man whoſe 


: 
. 


(36) 

of\ſach Grants, for a dangerous .and. wicked Confideration. * © 
he Sth Article contains a Fact which muſt have been pub- 
lickly known; but in a Paper I found among the reſt; there are 
ſome other Circumſtances added. This Paper ſays, That it could 


Have been proyed, that the Soldiers of that Battalion had all their 


;Carteridge-Boxes filled, and Ammunition diſtributed to them the 
Night before, as if they had been to go upon Action the next 
Day: That during the whole Day of Hection, there was à Ser- 
Jeant in Diſguiſe appointed to attend upon ſome Perſons who 
were at the Election, to receive their Orders, and carry them to 
the commanding Officer of the Regiment: And, that Drums 
Were placed privately, at proper Diſtances, between the Place of 
Election, and the Place where the Battalion was drawn up, to 
Heat an Alarm upon the firſt Notice from this Serjeant. 

I know, that by way of Excuſe for all this, it may be pretend- 
ed, That ſome Mob ar Riot was 2 But I likewiſe 
know, that this Pretence of Danger from fas and Riots has been 
made aſe. of in all Countries, for overturning the Liberties and 


| Prievigges of the People: a Under this Pretence, an Ar iftoeraty 


inſtead of a Democracy has been introduc'd in Holland: Under 
his. Pretence, the Choice of our Sheriffs was taken from the Pes- 
le, and placed in the Crown; ahd I do not know, but forms Time 
ar ot ber, this Pretence may be made uſe: of for : diſpoſing of the. 
Choice of our Members of Parliament in ibe ſame Manne,: Indeel, 


I muſt ſay, it roondd be better to have that Chios placed in the 
Lrowur by Lan, thay to hune it placed there by Corruption. Bat, 


if there was really any juſt Apprehenſions of 'a Mob, it is the 


| ſtrongeſt Argument: chat can be advanced for a Parliamentary In- 


guiry into that BleRtion 3 for, there never was à Mob in any Coun- 
try, without a Suppoſition, at leaſt, of Mal. practices or Oppreſſi- 
ons committed, or intended? by the Magiſtrates or Governors. 
If the Governors in Scotland were guilty. of any ſuch, they 
\Qught to be. puniſhed > and, if they were miſrepreſented, and the 
Feqple: miſled, thoſe Who did ſo ought to be puniſhed; and, if 
there was no juſt Apprehenſions of a Mob, thofe who gave ſuch 
.Orders to that Regiment. ought to be puniſhed; So that, let ts 
tate it auhat ray wh 201), there muſt have been illegal Practices at 
Joſt. Elefion, ei tber of .yne fide or the atla.t. 

gu the ſeveral Articles of Complaint ex- 
hibited laſt Seſſion of Parliament, and have in a ſhort Method ap- 
plied to each Article, ſuch Proofs and Teſtimonies as have come 
to my Hands: But, I muſt beg of my Readers to con ider. how 
difficult it is, in ſach Caſes, to get any plain and direct Proof: 
When Men deal in treaſonable Practices, they are extremely cau- 
tious, both with reſpect to the Perſons they converſe with upon 
ſuch Subjects, and the Manner in which they expreſs themſelves : 
They addreſs every Man, at firſt, with general Diſcourſes, and 
with dubious and dark Sentences; they never talk plainly or 


Ho- 


Honour or Loyalty they attack ; and after a Man is deeply and 
choroughly engaged in the Treaſon, it is not an eaſy Matter to 
get any Information from him. For my Part, I am ſurpriſed how 
Men could talk ſo clearly and ſo openly, about Matters of ſuch a 
W criminal Nature: It is with me, a covincing Argument, that the 


nn 
F 

8 . 
n 
2 , Ss 


Crime is of an old Standing, and that it has been ſo often com- 
I mitted with Impunity in Scotland, that Men are neither aſhamed 
nor afraid to repeat it. I really believe, that Corruption, like 
Adultery, begins to be thought no diſhonourable Action; for, I 
m ſure, if it were attended with that Reproach it deſerves, no 
Ian would be ſo bare - ſaced, as to propoſe openly, To make the 
e of his Proæy la), or to own publickly, That for the Good of 
Family, be had betrayed, he had ſold his Country (C). But L. 


ry 


Rill more ſurpriſed, how they came to, talk ſo freely to the 
of... r e oi hog 15 is oo ALAS 
well informed, are both ſuch as have been always reputed Men 
the ſtricteſt Honour, and moſt diſintereſted Attachment to their 
ing and Country: This I can no otherwiſe account for, than by. 
Wagining, that like abandon'd old Letchers, they have a particular, 
Palo in debauching every Perſon that has the Character of Virtue. 
My Readers are further to conſider, that the NosLe Loxps 
WP cc1TiongRs may have had many Proofs, many Teſtimonies, 
Fhich I could not come at: They were themſelves Candidates at 
e laſt Election, and as many of their Relations and moſt inti- 
Hate Friends, voted againſt them, and in favour of aten 
o whom they were no way related, from whom they had never, 
"Received any Benefit, with whom they had never perhaps conver- 
d; we may ſuppoſe, that many of thole — whoſe Beba 
our was ſo very odd, gave the Petitioners the true Reaſon for 
Sat Behaviour: This, the Petitioners. could give no Account of, 
Pithout ating themſelves as Witneſles ; nay, they were not pro- 
Per Witneſſes ; the only proper Witneſſes, were tze , wha, 
ad given them the true Reaſon of their odd Behaviour at that. 


1 
PA.” 


4 


iection: And, if, either Houſe ſhould enter upon an. Enquiry 
Into this Affair, it is to be hoped, every Man who has the Ho- 
Hour or Safety of his Country ſincerely at Heart, will give all the 
nformation he can, both as to Facts, and as to the Witneſſes, 
Proper to be examined; for, upon this Occaſion, let me repeat 
Ihe Words of that 20ble Peer, and great Philoſopher, the late 
ar of Shaftsbury, viz. I know nothing greater or nobler, than 
he undertaking and managing ſome important Accuſations; by which, 
ene high Criminal of State, or ſome formed Body of Conſpirators 
Rains the Publick, may be arraign'd and brought to Puniſhment, 
FX -rough the honeſt Zeal and publick Affection of a private Man. 
I think, I may now with Aſſurance, appeal to the Honour, to 
he Conſcience, not only of thoſe who are jealous of their Coun- 
ery's Liberty, but to every Man in the Kingdom, if there are not 
hufficient Grounds to ſuſpect, that ſome very illegal and dangerous 
Praclices were made uſe of at the /aft Election T for Scot- 
(a) Sce Appendix, No. 3. L. 134t (b) See ditto, No. 4. 
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hand: Let him confider the ro 


let him deny upon Honour (if he has any) his being convinced, 


without leaving his Subjects to their free Cboics in all Elections: A 


„ SRO A 
unds of Suſpieion, with reſpe& 7 
to the Nature of the Thing in general: Let him conſider the 
Grounds of Suſpicion, with refpe& to the Character and Credit 
of the Complainants or Informants? Let him conſider the 
Grounds of Suſpicion, with reſpect, even to thoſe Proofs and 
Teſtimonies which I have been able to communicate; and then 


that there are ſtrong Reaſons to ſuſpect, that by ſome Cabal or 4 


'* EY 
WE 
| 


were made uſe of, and Promiſes of Royal Favours and Royal | 
Bounties pretended to be made; nay, the Royal Treaſure pre- 


trivance of that Cabal, in order to impoſe, both upon the F 
of Scotland, and upon the King: Upon the of Scotland 
they have endeavoured to impoſe, by attempting to make them 


: 
3 « 
5 


believe, that they are the only Diſpenſers of Royal Favours; in 3 


order to prevail with thoſe to chuſe ſuch as they ſhould 
name, for repreſenting the of Scotland in the Parliament of 


Great Britain : And they will certainly endeavour next to impoſe 
upon the King, by telling him and his Miniſters, that That Choice 
proceeded intirely from the great natural Intereſt they have among 
the of that Kingdom. _ 
I ſhall, in the laſt Place, conſider the Conſequences of thoſe 


＋ 2 


Practices, firſt, with regard to the Honour and Safety of the King 
and the Roya Family; and next, with regard to the Liberties, 9 
the Lives, and the Properties of the Subject: With regard to the 
King, with regard to his preſent moſt ſacred Majeſty, it is the 


5 


higheſt Affront, the greateſt Indignity that can be offered, to make 
uſe of his Name for ſuch a yile and wicked Purpoſe, as that of 


. Influencing any went en by Bribery and Corruption. It is very 


well known, that > s Majeſty is, and deſires to be the Protector F 
and the Avenger of his People againſt domeſtick Foes, as well as 
foreign Enemies; and he knows he cannot long continue ſo, i 


He will protect his Miniſters againſt Faction, but he will never 


himſelf at the Head of any Miniſterial Faction 2 Vet this is 
X what thoſe Dealers in Corruption endeavoured to inſtill into the 
Minds of the Peers and People of Scotland: They endeavoured 
to make them believe, that Royal Bounties and Rewards were not 
to be beſtowed for publick Services, nor to be earned by a pru- 
| then dent and an active Zeal for the Honour of the King and the Inte- 
nced, reſt of their Country; but by ſacrificing both to the illegal and un- 
1 juſt Commands, of what, in their Senſe, muſt be called a Mini⸗ 
iſters, terial Fartion Thus did they endeavour, as much as in 
Royal them lay, to alienate the Minds of the Peers of Scotland from his 

Majeſty, by perſwading them, that his Majeſty was reſolved to be 


rſons -— of his Miniſters or Servants. 


74 
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; in of our Conſtitution, by rendering ineffectual the legal Method 
outs i * ablijped for the People's calling their Governors to an account, 
nt of and puniſbing them for their Miſdemeanors ; the Conſequences, if 
poſe not prevented, may prove fatal to the Royal Family, and to the 
. Proteſtant Religion, not only in this Kingdom, hut in all Parts of 


HY wad I have before ſhewn, that in all abſolute Monarchies, 
dhe King and the Royal Family often ſuffer for the Crimes and 
XX Miſconduct of their Miniſters and Servants. This is a Misfortune 


hoſe, 8 5 
King aan never happen in this Kingdom, while the True Life and Spi- 
tics, ll ' of our Conſtitution is preſerved : No King ever ſuffered in Eng- 
the land, unleſs he made the Crimes of his Miniſters his own, by endea- 
the 8 2ouring to ſcreen ther from the Reſentments of the Injured People: 
nake But if any future wicked Miniſter ſhould get the abſolute Domi- 
at of nion of his Sovereign, and prompted by this Precedent, ſhould 
very Cv apply all the Honours, Poſts, Penſions and Rewards, now in the 
ac: ſole Diſpoſal of the Crown, towards Securing to himſelf a Coz2- 
11 a: rupt Majozity in both Houſes of Parliament, he might pro- 
fo, bably ſucceed in ſuch a Deſign, if the practices now complained of 
17 ſhould be overlook'd ; and if he did, our Conſtitution would from 
ever that Moment be at an end, our Fa BE Government would become 
77 an abſolute Monarchy, a Slaviſh Government, and not only a Sla- 
a viſh Government, but ſuch a one as muſt deſtroy the Religion and 
ters Morality, as well as the Liberty of the People: Our People would 
c certainly murmur and complain, thoſe Murmurs and Complaints 


would be diſregarded, would be deſpiſed by thoſe that were the 
Authors of them; they might be ſmothered for a Time, but the 
Fire would at laſt break forth with Fury, and the Sovereign, who 
was perhaps till then quite ignorant of them, as well as quite in- 
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nocent of their Cauſes, would, with 
and conſumed in the Flames. 4 


Let us confider that, t br Misfortune, the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily has a Rival, yea, many Rivals for the Throne, and that all of 


them are Enemies to the Religion we prefeſs. The Riyals to our 
preſent happy Eſtabliſhment have always endeavoured to ſupport 
their Claim by the ridiculous Principles of Paſſive Obedience and 
Non-Refiſtance, and the more ridiculous Principles of Religion 
profeſſed by the Papiſts. The Right of our preſent Royal Family 
is founded upon the Divine Principles of Liberty, and the more 
Divine Principles of Religion proſeſſed by the Reformed, eſpeci- 
ally by thoſe of the Church of Eng/and. If the Freedom of our 
Government be, under any Mask or Diſguiſe, deſtroyed, we re- 
move the chief Corner Stone upon which the Right of the Royal 
Family is ſupported : Ve may talk of governing according to Law, 
of doing nothing but by the Advice and with the Approbation of 
Parliament, but if our Parliaments, by means of a Corrupt Infiu- 
ence, ſhould come to be intirely under Miniſterial Direction, the Peo- 
ple will ſoon become ſenfible of their Loſs of Liberty: Miniſterial 
Tools may amuſe themſelves, and may endeavour to amuſe the 
World with Names inftead of Things, but the People will ſoon 
ſee through the thin Cobweb. This will create a general Diſcon- 
tent; and every Man knows that a diſtant Ill is like a diſtant Good: 
Me look on that which is near with the right End of the Proſpect; 
but to view that which is at a Diſance we turn the other End: 
This will of courſe make the Generality of thoſe 20% do not reap 
the immediate Fraits of Corruption, turn their Eyes towards the 
Rivals of, our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, and the preſent Ills the 
People are ſenſible of will diminiſh, nay, almoſt annihilite the 
Dangers that are from thoſe Rivals 10% juſtly to be apprehended. 

nt this is not all the Danger: If a Slaviſh Government ſhould 
ever be eſtabliſhed in this Country, and ſupported by a Cozrupt 
Parliament, as Churchmen are but Men, we may expect that the 
Generality of them, Presbyterian as well as Epiſcapal, High- Church 
as well as Low, Preachers of all Sects and Denominations, will 
fink into the Depravity of the Times, and become the Tools of 
Power, and the Inſtruments of Corruption. We ſhall have our 
Biſhops preaching every Sunday, perhaps writing Paſtoral Letters, 
againſt the Infidelity and Tmmorality of the Times, and all the 
other Pays of the Week ſacrificing the Rights of their Country, 
and haranguing in favour of Corruption: We ſhall have the Preſ- 
byterian Miniſters pteaching long-winded Sermons againſt the Ro- 
man Catholicks, and with the ſame Breath, for the ſale of a pri- 
vate Penſion, making fulſome Compliments to the Oppreſſors of 
their Country, and Aging them at all their Elections: This will 
give the Generality of the People, eſpecially the Ignorant and Vul- 


gar, who commonly judge of a Religion by the Practice of its Pro- 


feſſors. a Diſlike, a Diſtaſte to every Religion now publickly pro- 
feſſed in England. In ſuch Circumſtances I ſhould not wonder to 
ſee Infidelity prevail among our Gentry ; I ſhould not W 

n n 5 ce 


his Miniſters, . be involved 


& © 


n 
r 


— 


„ CH AT, 
ved ſee Popery making long Strides towards perverting the Vulgar: 
E xample will alzoays go further than Precept and as Popiſh Prieſts 


Fa- can have no Hand in our Government, nor any Concern in our 
1of Elections, they would be the only Set of Prieſts amongſt us, who 
our could retain any general Character of Honour, Virtue or Religi- 
ort on. Thus by deſtroying the Reſpect our People have for the Re- 
and formed Religion, we ſhould remove the other Corner Stone, upon 
ion which the Right of the preſent Royal Family is founded; and by 
uly = reconciling the Vulgar to the Roman Catholick Religion, we ſhould 
ore "RR ,emove their Horror at the name of a Pretender. This might at laſt 


1 produce a fatal Revolution in our Religion, as well as our Govern- 


ci- 
our ment; and if the Papal Power ſhould once be fully re-eſtabliſhed 
re- in Britain, the next age would probably ſee a Court of Inquiſition 
yal ſet up in every Country of Exrope. a 

170, Nou with reſpect to the Liberties, the Lives and the Properties 
„ of the Sz lied. It muſt be allowed that the Practices ſaid to have 
flu- been lately made uſe of in Scotland, tho' carried on by a Cabal of 
%: private Men, evidently tend to debaſe and corrupt the Minds and 


rial the Spirits of the Nobles of that Kingdom, and to render them 
ft Tools for any future wicked Miniſter that may attempt to over- 
on turn the Liberties of his Country. Theſe Practices will chalk out 

to him the Method by which he may ſecure to himſelf Sixteen 
ſuore Votes in the Houſe of Lords upon all occaſions ; and if theſe 
Practices paſs unpuniſhed, it will encourage him to repeat them, 
id: and to make uſe of thoſe Means for Screening himſelf from the le- 


%? gal Vengeance of the People, which a Cabal of private Men had 
the before with Succeſs made uſe for impaſing upon their Sovereign. 
he II by ſuch Practices the Election of the Sixteen Peers of Scotland 
he ſhould at laſt come to be intirely under Miniſterial Direction, 
FE ve may then eaſily judge that thoſe Qualifications which ought to 
uld entitle a Lord of Scotland to be one of the Sixteen, will for ever be 
pt RF an abſolute Bar to his being Choſen: A Character of Honour and 
he Integrity, a diſintereſted Love for his Country, a thorough Know- 
ch ledge of Mankind, and a Capacity fit for conducting the moſt diffi- | 
vill cult, the moſt intricate Affairs of State, as they will always make 
of him deſpiſe being the $/avi/h Tool of an Upftart Over-bearing Mini- 
Dur + er, mutt of courſe make ſuch a Miniſter reſolve at all Elections to 
rs, give him the Excluſion: During the Reign of ſuch a Miniſter, if. 
he any Lord of Scotland has an Inclination to be one of the Sixteen, he 
ry, mult firft take care to forfeit all Regard and Eſteem in his Coun- 
el- try; he muſt learn to cringe and bow at the Levees, and to make 
do- himſelf very familiar with the Footmen of the Great Man; or he 
i- muſt make himſelf the Buffoon of the Court, and the common 
of Butt of the Maids of Honour: By ſuch Noble Qualifications the 
ill Miniſter will be convinced, that he can have nothing but his Fa- 
al. vour to depend on for the Continuance of his Seat in the Houſe of 
o- Lords, and that therefore he muſt, upon all occaſions, behave in 
o- that Seat according to the Directions he receives from him. 
to Whether ſuch a Set of Peers from Scotland could add to - 
to the Honour or the Dignity of the Houſe of Peers, I leave 
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to thoſe who now render their, Country happy and ſecure, by 


"endeavour even to gain her Affections: He muſt uſe a great many i 


C 


their having Seats in that Houſe, to determine: In this they 
have à particular Concern; but in this every Subject has 
likewiſe a Concern; for it has been the conſtant Maxim of all 
thoſe who have over-turned the Liberties of their Country, 7 
make the Nobles as contemptible as poſſible : It was for this Purpoſe, 
among others, that Julius and Auguſtus Cæ ſar made ſuch large 
Additions to the Roman Senate; and it is reported, that Cardinal 
Richlieu, upon a certain Occaſion, ſaid, he was reſolved to make the 
Title of Duke and Peer of France ſo contemptible, That it ſhould 
be à Scandal to be, and a Scandal not to be, a Duke aud Peer of that 
Kingdom: By which he meant, That he would raiſe ſuch Scoundrels 
to that high Degree of Nobility, as ſhould render it contemptible; 
and he would ſet it up ſo often to Sale, and at ſo low a Price, that 
it ſhould be'a Sign of great Poyerty, in a Man of any Family, not 
to make the Purchaſe. © | | 3 
Upon this Occaſion, I muſt again beg, that Gentlemen would 
conſider what a Weight of Power is already in the Crown, what a 
great Addition has of late Years been made to the. Miniferial 
"Power of the Crown, and what an Influence this may give to 
any Mime Miniſfer (who has a mind to make uſe of his 


. „ 5K 
1 
5 


Power tor that wicked Purpoſe) over a great many even of thoſe 


who may hereafter have hereditary Seats, or Seats for Life in the 
Houſe of Peers: By this it is certain a wicked Miniſter may, in 
future Times, have the Command of a great Number of Votes 
in that Houſe ; and if to theſe he can add Sixteen Tenants at Will, 7 
ſixteen ſure Votes from Scotland, it is more than probable, it may 
at laſt come to be in the Power of every Miniſter to ſecure to 
himſelf a Majority of that Houſe, upon all Occaſions, and for thje 
worlt of Parpoles : For Corruption is one of the moſt infectious 

of Crimes: Like the Plague, if it once gets into a Houſe, it ſoon # 

ſeizes moſt of the Family: The more general it is, the leſs? 


will be every Man's Price, and the oftner a Man commits it, the 


more abandoned will he be. The Honour of Men may be compared 
to the Virtue of Women. He that firſt attempts the Virtue of a 


Woman, muſt not immediately offer her a Smithfield Bargain: He 
muſt not ſay, I Il give you ſuch'a Sum to be a Whore. No, he muſt if 


Allurements, and artfully perſuade her there is nothing diſhonour- 
able in what he defires. Even the next Man that offers, muſt be 
a little upon the Reſerve: He muſt not bluntly offer his Money a: 
a Price for her Virtue: But the third or the fourth may act more 
plainly, eſpecially if it is in a Place where there are ſeveral as good to 
be had: He may, without Ceremony, ask her Her Price. From that 
time the begins to look upon her Virtue as a thing proper for, ſale, 
and brings it to Market upon every Occaſion: Yet ftill ſhe may be 
high in her Demands, and diſdain to ſubmit to mean or dirty Pur- 
Chaſers; but at laſt ſhe makes no Diſtinction, nor refuſes any Price. | 
As it is the Duty of a Father to guard the Virtue of his Daugh- I 


b#7s ay ie rovent her being expoled to any Temptation, fo i BY 
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23 4 | 4 ; 8 4 43 ) 2 | , 
the wy of thoſe who are Members of either Houſe of Parliament 
to guard the Virtue of the People, and prevent their being ex- 
poſed to the Temptations of Miniſters, whoſe Intereſt it may be to 
corrupt them. Scotland is now of the ſame Family with England. 
lf one Daughter of a Family be debauched, the other is generally 
nin danger. If the Peers of Scotland be taught to know Corruption, 
it will probably ſoon after ſlide in among the Peers of Eagland- 
This would directly put it in the Power of any future wicked Mi- 


47 niſter to ſecyre a Majority in the Houfe of Peers, which would at 
w_ once deſtroy that /zga! Method eſtabliſped by our Conflitution for 
my calling our Governors and Magiſtrates to an Account, and nuniſbing 
bie, TI, Miſdemeanors. What then will fignify all thoſe Laws 
hat "Fw hich our Anceſtors have with ſo much Care, and at ſuch an Ex- 


Wpcnce of Blood and Treafure, eſtabliſhed, for ſecuring the Lives, 
the Liberties, and the Properties of the Subject. If no Judge is 
to anſwer in Parliament for negleQing or miſconſtruing thote Laws; 


. . If no Officer is to be puniſhed for tranſgreſſing them, but at the 
at : P leaſure of thoſe that appointed him, of what Uſe or Benefit can 
45 bey be to the Subject againſt the Oppreſſions and Extortions of 


his rheir Rulers and Governors? Remove but this Check of a Parlia- 
| _ mentary Proſecution, and all our Miniſters, Magiſtrates, Judges, 


_ 3 nd Officers, both Civil and Military, who are appointed by the 
e Crown, may, at the Pleaſure of the Crown, ſet at naught Magna 
7 — (Charta, the Habeas Corpus, and all thoſe other "Fences, which 


1:11 have been ſet up to guard us againſt abſolute Power and arbitrary 
„way: In ſhort, we would be in a much worſe Condition than 
our Anceſtors were ever reduced to by the Court of Star-Cham: 
ber, the Court of Wards, the High Commiſjon Court, or any of 
"Fe other Props of Tyranny invented heretofore by Ambition, for 
= 1 the Exerciſe of Oppreſſion; for the Judges of all theſe Courts, 
_ were under the perpetual Terrors of a Parliamentary-Proſecution, 
le 99 and ſome of them ſuffered ſeverely by ſuch: If Parliamentary- 
Troſecutions, ſhould ever be brought under Miniſterial Direction, 
XX that which was intended for protecting the People, wauld ſerve 
„Ae only for riveting their Chains, and inereaſing the Number, of 
* ©" their Oppreſſors: The new Miniſters might perhaps make uſe of 
ben for plundering the old, but the Prople would, without Re- 
many dreſs be plundered by both: 14. aro 
* 4 ſignifies nothing to ſay, we feel none of theſe Evils; and there- 
u fore, why ſhould we dread them, or terrify ourſelves with diſmal Ap- 
ney 2 prehenſions : For, if the Power of putting a Stop to them, when we 
do feel them, be taken from us, which Power conſiſts in the Freedim of 
| our Elections, and the Independency of both our Houſes of Parlia- 
nent, we ſhall ſoon come to feel them, and may complain, but to 
be whom ſhall we complain? To choſe that make us feel them? To 
nay an arbitrary Miniſtry, and a corrupt dependent Parliament? To 
I ſuch, can we expect to complain with Succeſs? We are as yet 
Price. in the Infancy of Corruption: We have the Happineſs to be under 
i KL 7 rince, who will not give the leaſt Countenance to Oppreſſion: 
1 he if Nay, if there are any Members in either Houſe, who are influ- 
3 5 | enced 


enced by the Poſts or Penſions they enj or expect ( which [ 
hope there are not) they muſt, as yet, be but Striplings in the 
 Wickedneſs of Corruption, they cannot yet be ſuppoſed to have 
become common Proftitutes; and therefore, if any very violent 
Meaſures, or glaring Oppreſſions, were brought before. them, for 
their Approbation, their Conſciences would probably fly in their 
Faces, their Country might yet, perhaps, 'meet with ſqme Regard 
and Compaſſion; for this Reaſon, our preſent Miniſters, if they 
were inclin'd (which they certainly are not) muſt yet a while 
avoid all ſuch Meaſures, and all ſuch Oppreſſions. Under Fulius 7 
and Auguſtus Ge/ar, after the firſt Fury of the Civil Wars was 
over, Rome felt no Oppreſſions, Rome heard of no Violences, 
ay, their Senate did not ſo much as approve of any ridiculous 
Meaſures ; but, in the very next Reign, /o cloſe did Tyranny follow 
at the Heels of Corruption, Rome felt terrible Oppreflions, Rome 
Heard'of Cruelties as well as Violences, and Rome's Senate not 
only approved of all, but were villainouſly inſtrumental in moſt. 
If a wicked Miniſter could once ſecure a Majority in the Houſe 
of Lords, that would go along with him in 4/7 his Meaſures, he 
could, -in a ſhort Time, ſecure ſuch another Majority in the Houſe 
of Commons, 'by-making himſelf Maſter of almof# all the Election: 
in England; for what would ſignify all our Laws againſt falſe Re- 
turns, againſt Bribery and Corruption, Ec. if the Penalties in- 
fiQed by thoſe: Laws could not be recovered, nor the Perſons pu- 
miſhed who tranſgrefſed them? If in any ſuch Caſe, our Judges 
ſhould dare to give Judgment againſt the Miniſterial Tools, that 
Judgment would, upon a Writ of Error, be reverſed in the 
Houſe of Lords; and the Judges, who ſhewed themſelves fo 
little complaiſant to the Miniſter, would certainly have ſome 
Proſecution cook'd up againſt them for Malverſations in Office; 
and would as certainly have Judgment given againſt them, either 
by their Brethren, or upon an Impeachment in Parliament. 
As the Houſe of: Lords is, and has always hitherto, highly de- 
ſerved: to be the ſupreme Court of Judicature in the Kingdom; 
if Corruption- ſhould once get within their Walls, no Law, no 
Privilege could be effectual, no private Eſtate could be ſecure 
againſt the Ambition, the Avarice, the Malice or the Revenge of 
a Pꝛime Miniſter, Who had got the abſolute Direction of that 
Houſe. Upon this Occafion, I muſt, in particular, recommend 
it to the Noble and the Rich Families in England, to confider 
how precarious their Titles are to ſome of the Eſtates they now 
enjoy, how many Claims the Crown might, from ancient Records, 
ſet up againſt them, how many plauſible Arguments, Counſel 
learned in the Law, might advance in favour of any Claim that 
could be ſet up by the Crown; and how weighty thoſe Arguments 
are, which are enforced by the Hopes of getting, or the Fears of 
Aare 4 good Place or Employment: Let them conſider theſe 
hings, and from thence form an Oppinion, how ſecure their 
_ Eſtates would be, againſt an avaricious or a revengeful * 9 
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| affirm, according as he ſhould privately dire. 


Nemo fit rapinte. turpifſimus, is an old and a juſt Obſeryation; 
with N [dich refpett to Societies, It holifs 
true, as well as with reſpect to private Men. If a Tozrupt 
Piniſterial Influence mould once be introduced into Parlia- 
ment, it might, for ſome Time, be applied only to Pub/ick Af- 
fairs, eſpecially if it were in the Hands of a Man not agitated 
by any very violent Paſſions; but, if it ever ſhould SF 1 into 
the Hands of a bold, avaricious or revengeful Man, it would 
ſoon come to be applied to private as well as Public ¶ Fairs, and 
would be made to ſerve all the wicked Purpoſes of the Miniſter ; 


nay, of every one of his Paraſites and Tools. Let us read the 


Hiſtories of the Romans, let us examine the fatal Effects of Cor- 


= ruption among that unfortunate People, that People once fo 


famed; ſo juſtly famed for Virtue; and we muſt conclude, That 
the moſt. abſolute Tyranny, the moſt whimſical Oppreſſions, the moſt 


| F \ horrid Cruel/ties, are juſtly to be apprehended from the Effets of 


Corruption, when ripened into Proſtitution. I have been long ſul- 
picious, that this diſhonourable, this fatal Crime, has been gain- 


ing too much Ground in all Parts of the Kingdom ; but the 
reading of thoſe Papers which are in the Appendix, and ſome 


other Memorandums, which I could not, which I was aſhamed to 


; | * publiſh, - have given me the utmoſt Alarm: The Facts, as repre- 


ſented, muſt either be falſe, or the Spirit of Corruption muſt be 
got to a terrible Height in the northern Parts of this Iſland, and 


W calls loudly upon the Legiſlature for a ſpeedy, for an effectual Re- 


medy. 
What were the Reaſons for rejecting the Petition preſented laſt 


; , Seſſion to the Houſe of Peers, I ſhall not pretend to determine; 


but the chief Reaſon ſeems, to me, to have been, That as In- 
peachments would probably follow, if the Practices complained 0 

were found to be true, it was not proper for them to att the" Part of 
both Grand. Jury and Fudge: This plainly points out the Method, 
how the Practices complained of ought to be enquired into. The 
Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, are the Grand- Ingueſt of the 
Nation: Tho' there be no Petition before them, there is a moſt 
authentick Report, there is a general Clamour over the whole Na- 
tion; and common Fame is a good Ground for them to inquire 
into any Practices that look like agIncroachment upon the Con- 
ſtitution, or an Aﬀront to the King: Therefore I make no doubt 
but that an Enquiry into this Affair, will be the firſt Thing moved 


in that Houſe the next Seſſion of arliament, and that they will 


£0 through with it before they conclude any of the other publick 


Affairs of the Nation. 


This will lead them naturally to conſider, what I have called the 
Miiſterial Powez of the Crown, and which I have ſhewed to 
e no Part of our original Conſtitution, but a Power fince raiſed 
by flow Degrees; and every Man who can impartially conſider it, 
muſt, in my Opinion, be * that it is now arrived at ſuch 
0 


a Height; as might be of the moſt dangerous Conſequetice, if any 
future wicked Miniſter ſhould turn it towards extinguiſhing the 
true, Life and Spirit of our Conſtitution. The Practices now 
complained of may, and ought to be puniſhed ; hut while there 
3s a Power left to corrupt, while that Power is ſo great a8 to af- 
ford reaſonable Hopes of Succeſs by Corruption, the ſevereſt Pu- 
niſhment will only ſerve to make Men more ſecret in committing 
that Crime for the future. The only Method for preventing the 
dangerous Effects of Corruption, is, to diſſipate the Power of 
 Corrupting, to diſperſe it among ſo many Hands, that no one 
Man or one ſet of Men, can build any. wicked Schemes upon that 
Share of it they have in their Hands. This was the ancient State 
of our Government, and I hope every Gentleman will conſider, 
"That a free Government cannot be preſerved, without bringing it 
often back to its firſt Principles, which is an Obſer vation made by a 
_ Gentleman of great Penetration in the Nature of Government, 
.and is a moſt juſt and moſt uſeful Obſervation ; but it is of uſe 
only to thoſe who live under a free Government: When the Free- 
dom of a Government is once intirely deſtroyed, it is out of the 
Power of the People, in any peaceable Manner, to bring their 
Government back to its firſt Principles; and ſuch a benevolent Re- 
fignation is rarely to be expefted from thoſe wha bave got an abſo- 
ute Power into their Handl. i 
I TT hope I have, by this Time, convinced my Readers, that our 
preſent Conteſts are not, as by ſome 'moſt maliciouſly pretended, 
about Places or Preferments. I hope I have convinced every 
Man, that the Conteſt really is, about providing for the Safety 
and future Security of our Conſtitution, on one fide, and ſupport- 
ing a Miniſterial Power, by which it may probably be deſtroyed, on 
The other. This is to me ſo plain, that I am convinced no Man, 
now engaged in the Cauſe of our Conſtitution, was brought over 
. by Envy, Diſappointment, or Revenge ; but if any Man was, ſuch 
a Man, may perhaps in his own Conſcience know, that he acts 
from ſuch Motives, but no other Man can know it, nor ought 
he to judge ſo harſhly. The good Actions of Men are often ow- 
Ing to what are accounted bad Paſſions: Virtue is often indebted 
to the Pride or Vanity of its Votaries; and even Courage itſelf 
is ſometimes owing to Cowardice. When a Man acts virtuouſly | 
From a vicious Motive, his inward Satisfaction cannot be ſo com- 
pleat; but the reſt of Mankihd can have no Knowledge of what 
Pn within, and therefore they have no Title to withdraw any 
Part of that Efteem which is due to his outward Behaviour. © 
For my own Part, I never dealt fo maliciouſly by any of the 
Gentlemen engaged upon the other ſide of the Queſtion : 7 have 
always bitherto had the, Charity to.make an Excuſe for their Ho- 
roar, at the Expente,of their Underſtanding: But I have now, at 
leaſt in my own, way of Thinking, ſer the Nature of a free Go- 
vernment, the true Nature of our Conſtitution, and the Dangers 
to which it may be expoſed, in ſo clear à Light, that hereafter I 
cannot eaſily ſuppoſe 4 Mifake” in their Under/tanding 5 and there- 8 
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| fore I ſhall be under a very great Difficulty how to make an E- 
| cuſe for their Honour, a Fot, a 3 1 7 4 ; * : ; NS: 

From the foregoing Eſſay it muſt, I think, to every Man plains 
y appear, That a Man of Honour will always prefer the Intereft 
/ his Country to any preſent Advantage for himſelf or Family, © 
PT That it is the Iutereſt of every Country to be under 4 Free Go. 
vernment. n 4 , Ky 
* That the Freedom of a Government conſiſts not only in the 
People's having reſerved to themſelves a Power to make their ſep 
Laws, and to puniſh their Magiſtrates if they tranſgreſs thoſe 
Les; but alſo in their having a legal and 2feFua! Method eſta- 
bliſhed for exerciſing that Power. 3 3 
IF That the only 4, Method for that Purpoſe eſtabliſhed by our 
Conſtitution, is by a Proſecution in Parliament. 8 
IE That this Method cannot be Fectual, if the Majority of the 
XX Houſe of Lords be under the 7nfuence and Direction of che Magi- 
3 rate tho is ta be puniſhed. PE | : | 
"** That a great Number of profitable Poſts and Penſions, at the 
7%, Pi/po/a} of ſuch a Magiſtrate, may probably pracure him ſuch 
an [nfluence. . — | Sp | f 
That the m9 efectual Method for preventing this Danger, is 
to take away or diminiſh his Power, with reſpect to the diſpoſing 

of ſuch Poſts and Penſions. . 

= That the only other Method for attempting to prevent this 
Danger, is, to make ęedtual the Laws againſt Bribery and Cor- 
= 7ption, by inquiring ſtrictly into ſuch Practices when complained 
of, and puniſhing them ſeverely when diſcovered. OY 
Tuhat there are frong Suſpicions, that ſome ſuch Practices were 
lately made uſe of in Scotland. | 
IE Therefore I muſt conclude, that 20 Man of Honour will here- 
after be agwinſt inquiring into thoſe Practices, or agaizft diminiſh- 
ing that Power which may probably give Encouragement to make 
uſe of the ſame Practices in time to come. This is a Concluſion 
which I muſt from the Premiſſes neceſſarily draw; and if the 
Generality of my Countrymen be of my Opinion, I muſt beg 
of Gentlemen who have any Regard to their Honour or 
FAME, (for to ſuch only I addreſs myſelf) to conſider, what 
the preſent Generation, what Paſferity, will think of them, if, 
notwithſtanding ſuch a fair Warning, they ſhould oppoſe an In- 
quiry into the corrupt Practices complained of, or any Propoſitions 
that may be made for preventing thoſe fatal Effects of Miniſterial 
Power, which may hereafter be apprehended. Now is the only 
Time, becauſe we have at preſent a King upon the Throne, who 


has too much Wiſdom to be governed by his Minifters, and too 


much Gopdneſs to oppoſe whatever may be thought neceſſary by 
Parliament for ſecuring our Conſtitution in Time to come ; -but we 
may hereafter have a King upon the Throne, ambitious of making 
himſelf abſolute, or governed by a Miniſter who may deſerve to be 
hanged; and from ſuch a King coul we expect the Royal Aſent to 
any ſuch Regulations? 3 


And 


585 I hope my Readers will believe me, 


— — 22 q 3 : = - n > SW bois; 1 = zz X = . hs =. FS * 2 5 


3 ERR” Par 
—_ — - 4 , 2 5 :, - - - . - * * . 


rr YE IA I: IRR 


2 7 
« 
4 Li 
1 
ws 
(479 
8. i 
4 446] 
. 
4 
+ 
1 
1 
i! 
5648 
\ * 
N 
1 
924 
* 
1 
(18; 
G 
fF 
* 
1 
A, 
* 
4 
ky 
* 
"7 
4 
* * 
> 
oO 5 
N 
7 
* 
F 
E 
# 
« 
+4 
, 
"In. 
Ls 
1 
* 
" 
F 
* 3 
2 
= 7 
. 
, 
1 
P 3 
4 
7 
A 
* 
14 
: 
„ 
Hy 
1 
. 
U 
} ö 
» 1 
7 5 
* 
* 1 
1 
wy 
9 
3 
1 
. 1 
14 
* 
Ä 3 
v # 
* 
* 
1 
„ 
| 
5 
5 
4 
: 
9 
F 
' TH 
-F 
\ P 
FY 
14; 
1. 
1 
CY 
* PA 
: 9 
£1 m7 
ſs. 
$5 57 
1 5 
- # £ 
1 
70 5 
„ ** 
4 : 
as 5,4 
\ FX 
'S /& 
es. * 
$ £01) ee 
: 2 
19 
N ut 
G * £25 o ' 
I FT, 
* * 64 
1 
2 a7 
l Ls 3 
I 
% ; 
* }B 250 
1&0 4 
TH | 
4 
þ 
"Y oF 
9 
417: 
% 
* 
1 
x 44 .T 
FIXE if 
* 1 
An 
3 . 
87 +448! 
4 
4:9 
{4 &. 
Ss 4.36 
3 * 
| 
voy 2 
17 
4 1 
89 3 UC: 
* % 
o J * 
1 . 
F'r City: 
We 
y 
-: 2a B+ © 
Tan 
K # N 
+ ty x 
$ 48 3 : 
& 8 * 
* 
0 4 
\ 15 
* E 170 
1 4 
f 1 3 
N 
$ «4 
1 3 * 
7 . . 
* 3 
A 
12 
5 
1 
1 
18 * 
* Ts 1 
4 * | x4 
' 44 24 
** * 5.3 
11 £4 
x. 4 
. 
1 
. 
Te © 1 
| -” 
<> \ 
"ut 4 
kt, 
['*6 
4+ 
oh 19 
F 
475 
4 
1 3 
* 


4 n * 
* N £44 
1 * a 
9 * 91 * * . * : 
ns {Nd EOS W 
« Cr q 


: ET IO! 
PAST ITTIE IA 
A "ome 
* 8 


wy” tak I dave boy Laid enough, for convincing every Man | 
_ that his;Honovk is deeply engaged 1 e preſent Queſtion; and 
When 1 declare, That what- | 


ever I have ſaid upon this Subje&, . proceeds from no per- 
jena Reſentment againſt any Man concerned in the Adminiſtra- 
tion, nor from a perſona! Attachment to any Man engaged on 
the other Side of the Queſtion; but from that Principle of Virtue 
by which every Man is obliged to prefer the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, and the Good of his Country, to all other Conſiderations. 
This is my Religion. This is my Enthuſiaſm; and this, I hope, 
Mall always be my Glory and my chief Delight. It was this Prin- 
ciple that gave Occaſion to the foregoing Eſſay, becauſe I am fully 
convinced, that we are in danger of falling, in ſome future Reign, 
under a Licentious, Coprupt, Knaviſh Slavery on one Side, 
or a Duperſtitious, zant, Popiſh Slavery on the other; 
from one or other of which two din Events, there is nothing 
can ſave us, but the VirxTue, the Honour, and the STeavpiness 
of thoſe who happen in the preſent Age to be the Repreſentatives 
of the Noble, the Ancient, and the Rich Families of the Kingdom. 
It is to them chiefly I have addreſſed myſelf upon this Occaſion, and 
it is from them only their Country can expe Sai. arion. 
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Peer of what paſſed betwixt the ; 
and me, touching the Miniſterial Life 
= of S$7xteen 


Received a Letter from the dated 1 


8 in his Letter: I waited on him accordingly at 3 
eb Queen ferry. 55502 1 3 
At this Meeting, the . told me, that in a few 
onths there would be a new Parliament, and new Elections, 
ad t he hoped I would find it my Intereſt to concur with 
> Li of 16 as would be concerted, and offered by 1g 
e Minitry: I told him I had not yet been ſpoke to about 
y Liſt whatſoever, and that I had not communed with any 
erſon on that Head. | 
= The told me, That if I would give my Promiſe 
o concur with the Lift he had mentioned, he was ready to give 15 
oo Pounds Ready Money, with Aſſurance of a yearly Penſion of 
oOo Pounds: I refuſed his Offer; and after ſome further Diſ- 
ourſes on that Subject, we parted. / 
N. Some few Days thereafter, the came to my own Houſe 
n the Country, where he told me that I had a numerous Fa- 20 
ily, and ſome Debts on my Eſtate : That it was my Duty to 
ſe Means and Opportunities for the Support of my Family: 
Phat he had, with Pleaſure, ſome Days ago, made me ſuch Of- 
ers, as he hoped might contribute to the Benefit of my Fa- 
mily ; and that he was further to offer me, that I ſhould be 25 
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ode of the 16 in the Miniferial Eiſ, with proper Allowances + 
= for my Charges in Attendance. | | 
. 


L thanked him for his Offer, but told him, that I never en- 


r 


. | tertained any Proſpect of bettering my Family, by concurring 


go in any Means which might endanger the National Conftitution 
and Liberties of Parliament, or Honour of the Peerage : He 
told me, that this was the Language of the oppoſing Party, 
who aſſumed the Name of Patriots; but that they had no other 
but perſonal Views, to get a Miniſtry turned out, to make way 

35 for themſelves: I told him, that perhaps it might be ſo with 
ſome People; but to convince him that my Views were not 
perſonal, with reſpe& to Men, but real, with regard to Things, 

I ſhould propoſe a Meaſure to him conſequential to what he 
affirmed, by which he ſhould find, that no ſuch perſonal Views 
40 were entertained by me, and by which he ſhould command 
my Vote without Money, Penſion, or Office: He defired me 

to name that Meaſure: I told him, that if Sir and 
his Friends would promote a Law for frequent new Parlia- 
ments, and for preventing Parliamentary Corruption; and if 

45 my Friends did not concur with ſuch Motions, I would imme- 
diately deſert them, and would give all the Votes I was ca- 
Pable to give, for continuing Sir | and his Friends 
In their Offices for Life. I deſired the to men- 
tion this Meaſure to his Friends, with my humble Opinion, 
50 that ſuch a Meaſure, offered by him and his Friends, would 
* purchaſe them the Good Will and Aſſiſtance of all true Patriots, 
and would cut down all the Oppoſition of falſe ones. After 
ſome Diſcourſe of that Nature, we parted, | | 
Some few Days thereafter, the came a ſecond 

55 Time to my Houſe in the Country, where he told me, that 
he had reaſon to believe, that there would be a Compounding 
betwixt the contending Parties; that he had no further Offer 
to make me, but deſired me to go into Edinburgh, and pay a 


iche of where he doubted not I would 
So obtain full Satisfaction to my Contentment; but I did not go, 
| neither did I fee the until an Hour after I 


had given my Vote freely at laſt Elections, 4 June, 1734. 


Nu MB. IL 


The: Evidence copied from 
bis own Hand-writing. 


8 I T is to be obſerved, that Colonel 11 
| | Nephew by the Mother, and firſt Couſin to 
the and the of by 


the Father, and [T Lines left out bere.] 


The 


— 


1 


a is married to a Siſter of the Colonel . 
| = Niece = Lord 5 His is a noted 4 " 
herer to the Earl and told he wan 
intruſted and acted under for the Court. He * 


has a Penſion of 400 J. yearly, and is N 
On the 3d of December, 1731, Endeavours \ were uſed by the 10 
Courtiers to gain by ſhewing him ſome 
Glimpſe of Hope that he might ſucceed to the late of 
2s one of the 16 Peers of Scotland, and telling him he 
had been mentioned to the King for that Purpoſe. 
writ an Anſwer, That he had much ra- 1 
ther be made known to the King in any other Capacity, than 
as one of the 16 for Scotland at dhe Cloſe of à Parlia- 
ment. 
In Fune, 1733, | was willing to be one of 
the 16 in the Miniſterial Lift; yet he then writ to Co- 20 
lonel _ in Anſwer to one from the Colonel I 
was one of the Reſolvers againſt the whole Court Liſt at a 
former Election, and our Confederates Behaviour was ſuch, 
as made me reſolve not to tie myſelf down till the laſt. 


In Auguſt, 1733, Sir of writ to 25 
from Edinburgh, that it was taken notice 
of, he had ſtaid a Night with the of at New- 
liſton, and had not come to  Eainburgh where | 
then was. oP f 
The 22d of Auguſt, 1733, was alone 29 
with the 25 _— ſaid he had been obliged to . 


him when he was in Diſgrace with the Miniſtry, and thrown 
out of the Parliament, and that he now truſted to his 


as much as to any one of the and that he had 
mentioned him to the King and to Sir who had 35 
a good Opinion of him. 
Then pulled out a Pocket- Book, ſaying to 


Till ſhew you the Lift of 16 to be 
choſen at the enſuing Election, as it was given in to the King 
before J left London, and which bis Majeſty and bis Servants 40 
had approved of ; he gave it to to read, 


which he did with great Attention. 


It conſiſted of two Columns; the Column upon the left 
Hand contained a Liſt of the 16 of the then (now 
laſt) Parliament; and thoſe to be dropp'd next time had a 4 
Croſs at the End of their Names, and a Daſh of a Pen through 
their ſeveral Names. 

The other upon the right Hand, contained the ſame Liſt that 


the of and his Friends voted the 4 June, 1734. 
And the Names in that Liſt did, at the ſame 50 
time, mark in a Liſt of all the Scott printed by Allan 
Ramſay, which | happened to have in his 
Pocket; and when gave back the Lift to 
of the deſiring him not to ſpeak of it 
"= i to 


— 


4 5 
8 


27 obs to any Body, and faid that } * believes hers would be no Al- 


* teration made in it, and that if any was made, it would be to 


make one of the ſixteen. 
begg'd him not to put his Name in that 


ee Lit, having no Ambition for it, and an Eſtate too ſmall to 


Go ſupport the Dignity, and the Expence of 8 ſo much at 
London. 


He alſo begg'd of _ [2 Line ln 


out here] : 
of ſaid he never ns it mould put 


65 him to any Expence; and ſince he would not have it, deſired 


to o know wherein he could ſerve him. 
thanked him, and ſaid, he had nothing 
to ask; of anſwered, You are the ſtrangeſt 
Man in the World, you will not let your Friends do for you, 


70 and others are never ſatisfied with all that can be done for them; 


and then he asked whether had not a Pen- 
ſion of 2 or 300 J. yearly, who told him it was 300 J. a Year: 
I'll make it 500 J. (ſaid ) but immediately (by way 
of correcting what he had faid) cried, But oh! that will not 
do, the King gives no more to in Scotland but 400 J. 
yearly, ſo III have 100 J. added to your Privy-Seal. 

again ſaid, he was ſatisfied with what he 
had; to which the _ of ſmiling, anſwered 
once more, You are the ſtrangeſt Man i in the World, you will 


$0 neither ask nor take any thing. 


replied, that the laſt Favour he had asked, 

was to Set! leave to pay 400 J. for a Pair of Colours to his Son 
. to 'which he got no Anſwer. 

The " ab asked how his Sons were  employ- 


85 ed, and having told him that his Son 


carried Arms in Brigadier Hactet's Scots Regiment in the Datch 
Service, and his Son | in the of | 
Dragoons. 

The of - writ down their Names in his 


go Pocket-Book, and aid the King would break any Colonel who 


he knew took Money on ſuch an Account; but he himſelf 
would take it upon him to provide for them immediately, be- 
cauſe he had acted as Secretary at War in this Country (Scoz- 
land) ſince Sir turned ll, and went into the 


95 Country. 


The next Day, 23 or 24 Ah 1733s 
viſited ' and repeated what had paſſed betwixt 
ſaid —  "e 


and ſaid he never heard of | ſpeak ſo much 


100 Good of any body, and that might have 


what he would, and ſhould conſider his own and Family's In- 

tereſt, and therefore join the (viz. 

who 2 carry all before them, and the diſcontented — 
wo 


would make nothing of it, but would come in like droop? 
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ing Geeſe at laſt; and that he was only concern'd for good 105 


This Diſcourſe | often repeated at different 
Times, to ſeveral People; particularly before Mr. of 
| and Mr. Writer to the Signet, who is 
| Solicitor. © 116 
On the Saturday following waited of 
of do take leave of him before he 
went into the Country; but the of took him in 


his Coach, to viſit of at his Country-Houſe, with 


Mr. the of Brother; and by 115 


the Way talk'd only of Buildings and Mathematical Inſtru- 
ments, and Experiments ——— [ Three Lines left out. ] 


Mr. going out of the Coach for a little, the 
. asked whether he knew 
that Gentleman ? who anſwered, that he did not ; the of 120 
aid, it is Mr. a Brother of the 
of whom 1 bave made a Lord of to bring 
in his Brother to vote the King's Lift I ſhewed to 
you of the fixteen for Scotland, at the next Election for 
a new Parliament. Within theſe two Years, (ſaid ) 12g 
Mr. would have been thankful for a Poſt of L. 200 


Sterl. about the Exchequer. Don't you think he has made a 


better Bargain, by having Patience? | 
1 1 told this to many, that Mr. 


was promoted, in order to gain his Brother the of 130 


to vote the Court-Liſt of at next Election. 


— — — — — [ Two Lines left out.] 


At-parting with the of he begg'd 
would come to the of Election, which 
| declining, becauſe needleſs, where ſo 135 


many would be; the of urg'd him to it, becauſe 


it would be obliging to the King, who, he ſaid, takes Notice of 
every Thing of that Kind; and who appears at Elections. 


ſaw of at his Levee, and 
at Entertainment, which he gave the 140 
Day of his Election: At the Levee, of rold 


him, he had writ to Sir about his Sons, 
but that nothing could be done for himſelf till he- of 
) got to London. | 


After of Dinner, the of 145 
took aſide, and ſaid that he, 
bad formerly ſhewn himſelf in the Intereſt of the King and his 
Servants, and therefore he ( of ) could not doubt 
ef his going into the Meaſures of the King and Miniſtry, at 
| he next Election of ſixteen for Scotland, and vote the 150 
ing's Lift. | | 
: Tben he deſired to ſend to him, when 


at Lenden, a Memorial of- his Services in the Army, and what 
| 3 
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a —— for any other; ; A 1 wo e lay bebop the Ring 


2 x and his Servants, and give all the Aſſiſtance he could, 
7 55 ſaid, that he would write to his 
he had any Thing to TY but not otherwiſe.” | 
As the YR, were parting, of took | 
the Hand, and ſaid, My 1 
"hope what have 2 will have ſome Weight with you; pray 
160 let me hear from you when J am at London, and you may de- 


pend upon my utmoſt Aſſiſtance. | 
On the 7 Oclober 1733, ina Letter | 
to offer d of Service to 


him, and a Majority of Dragoons; and urged him to ac- 
165 cept of it. 


On the 4th of November 1733, Lord writ 
to an Anſwer, That he took the Offer 
of the Majority to come from the That 


he was willing to take the Majority, as due to his long and 
170 faithful Services; and as no Condition is mention'd in the 
Letter, that he took it for granted, that he was not ty'd down 
to any implicit Faith and blind Obedience, in giving his Vote 
at the enſuing Election for ſixteen That he 
hop'd this would be agreeable to his | and the of 
17 and prevent Miſtakes for the future, + 
On the 27 November. 1733, Colonel writ 
ta that he was ſurprized at his writing 
to he hoped it would not be expected, he 
would blindly Vote the Court-Lift ; that many Months ſince, 
180 he had deſired ; to keep himſelf uningag'd, 
that he Colonel had the Good of his 
Family at Heart, that he was grieved and ſurprized at 
his refuſing the he earneſtly 
deſires his to do nothing that may give 2 Handle 
185 to thoſe entruſted with the King's Affairs, to ſuſpect that 
he will not go alongſt _ them, even in that they call 
Court -Liſt. 
He tells how well of had repreſented his 
and begs him frankly to reſolve him how far he 
190 ) would allow him (the Colonel) to anſwer 
for his 
That had told him (the Colonel) that he 
knew not what to ſay to the King about 
and that the Colonel had been about a Week balancing, whe⸗ 
200 ther or no to write that Letter to his 
He regretted, if be under Engagement - 
to of who would endanger. himſelf and his 
Friends, and ſee thoſe drop him whom he leaſt expected it of. 
That he was under ſo great Concern for 
205 as might have induced him to write uncautiouſly for himſelf, 
and begg'd to conſider his own, and his 
Family's Welfare. That his Son's Name had been mark d by 
| the 


ey) = 
the for an Enſigney, but feared 
it might be ſtopp'd. That in the of Situation, 
it was dangerous for him to do, even ' ſmall Favours, to thoſe 210 
he cannot anſwer for. | | 
That if his was at London, he could ( tho? he pre- 
tended not to Secrets ) ſhew him ſuch Game, behind the 
Curtain, as would convince him there was no Hope for the 
Oppoſers. ET | . | 
— — —— — [ Three Lines leſt out.] 
On the 7 December, 1733. | writ an 
Anſwer to the Colonel, Thanks for his Kindneſs. 
— — — — — | Four Lines left out.] | | 
That what he had writ to Lord hoping that 220 
blind Obedience was not to be expected of him, for the Ma- 
jority of Dragoons at the enſuing Elections, he took to be an 
honeſt way of ſpeaking, when a Majority of Dragoons was 
in the Scale. That he would be both forry and ſurprized, if it 
were taken amiſs, that he had a great Regard for the of 22g 
but that his Lordſhip never deſired him to enter 
into particular Engagements with himſelf or any other Per- 
ſon. That the of could give no Impreſſion of 
him ) to the King, but that he was 
an honeſt Man, fincerely attach d to his Majeſty's Perſon, Fa- 230 
mily, and Government; and that he would always pre- 
ſerve this Character. That ſhould his Son not be provided 
for, and himſelf ſtruck out of the Civil-Liſt, nothing would 
prevail with him to vote for any ſixteen but thoſe he 
vas fully perſwaded have the moſt ſacred Regard for the King's 235 
Perſon, Honour, Safety, and Intereſt, and a juſt Regard for 
the Country. 
On the 15 December, 1733, of Letter 
to bore, That he was afraid 
would be againſt him, but that he had got his Son 240 
made an Enſign, and defir'd to try if that 
Way of Acting would influence him; and, if it did not, one 
of the King's Favours was thrown away on the-Son of a Man, 
who certainly has Merit, whether he be a Friend of his ( Earl 
of or not. | | 2 
— — — — [Vo and twenty Lines left out.] 
3 Letter to of 
i January 1733-4, he reſames the former Letter to 
and writ, That he has nothing at Heart, but He- 
nour, Honeſty, and a ſincere Attachment to our preſent happy 259 
Eſtabliſhment. That if it be a Crime, not to be ty'd down + 
to vote for any ſixteen to be handed down to him in a 
Liſt at the next Election, he was, and would be found culpable. 
He thank'd of for the Commiſſion to his Son, 
and hop'd his has not ſo mean an Opinion of him, 255 
as to imagine it can influence him ES. 
the Election of the and that it would give him = 
| | all, 


215 


245 | 


2 
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es s Fg 
Pain if he were e bechhi to belies. i 4 the King, or his 


could think an Enſigney thrown away, on the Son 
2860 of a Man who had ſerved twenty ſeven Years. 


writ to | + 0 Ja- 
nuary, 1733-4, and ſent to his 2 Commiſſion, — 

ſed for his Son | to be Enſign in the | 
and deſired to write 
265 a ſuitable Anſwer to 88 in Return for his Friend- 
ſhip ; ; and begg'd, that tho' he may think his Nephew Colonel 
and him ( . . ) wrong in their 


Politicks, that yet he would truſt them, till he had a Demon- 

ſtration againſt them; and that he will, at Meeting, ſhew ta 

£70 him a long Letter he ( | ) had that Day 

received from 8 

on the 17 Fanuary; 1733-4; writ an 

Anſwer to the ſaid Letter, That he could truſt a great deal to 

and the Colonel, but as he was a free Man, 

| 775 he reſolved to continue ſo, and not to enter into any parti- 
cular Engagements with particular Ferſons: That be 

might believe the Commiſſion was by no 

means a difagreeable Thing to him, or to the young Gentle- 


man; but that he ( ) was perſwaded 
480 his and his ( ) other Friends, 
had too much good Senſe, to think that a poor Pair of Colours 
could influence one of his ( ) long Ser- 


vice, to go one Step further, than returning his hearty Fhanks 
for the Thing. 


Of the ſame Date, wit to of 


2 Letter of Thanks for his Son's Commiſſion; and 
ment ions not any Thing elſe. 


— —— L Six Lines left out.] 


The Evidence of Mr, Iiriter, or 
Clerk to the Signet. 


Brother, did, in Auguſt $733 


apply to | or to his own Co 
then at Edinburgh, for a Penſion to 
from the King, on Account of his voting for 
to be the ſixteenth for Scotland; and be- 


l cauſe at former Elections, he had always voted the Liſt, ſaid 


to be the Court's or Miniſtry's: And, on one or other, or 
both of theſe Accounts, or 
in his Name, aſſured the Brother of a yearly Penſion to 
10 of L. 200 Sterl. from the King, 
one Year whereof to be paid ſo ſoon as the Proxy ſhould be 
| given, 
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given, and a Privy-Seal of England to be then delivered for: 


future Payments. Of thisthe Brother immediately acquainted 
| | by a Letter, and the Declaranc 
Mr. | in Converliation, 

Accordingly - | ſent to the Brother 
his Proxy, blank, to be delivered to or 
1 and at the ſame Time wrote to them both, de- 
ſiring to ſend to himſelf L. 30 of the L. 200, 
to be preſently paid, and to deliver the L. 170 to ſaid Mr. 20 
for paying ſome of the moſt urgent 
Debts. | ; | 
The Brother deliver'd the Letters to both the and 

the Proxy to one or other of them, who thereupon deſired him 
to ſend ſaid Mr. in a Day or two to receive the 25 


Money. 


On the 5 of September 1733, the Brother introduced ſaid 
Mr. 0 at his Lodgings, who car- 
ried them both into a private Room, where opening a Ca- 
binet, he took out L. 200 in Bank-Notes, ſaying, it was 
Penſion, due at Midſummer laſt; and gave 


L. 170 thereof to ſaid Mr. and L. zo to the 
Brother, for the Purpoſes aforeſaid. 
Mr. | deſired alſo the Privy-Seal, but 


ſaid it was not fit to give it, becauſe the Election being ſo 3 
near, the Enemies of the Government would call it a Bribe to 
influence the Election; and becauſe it would be expenſive to 
pa it the Seals, and would be ſubject to the Tax on the Civil- 

iſt, and to Agency, &c. but that might 
, depend on receiving it annually from him, | 

free from all Charges and Deductions. 

Mr. ſaid he was inform'd by | 

That at every Election ſince 1718, (when he came of 
Age) he had voted the Court-Liſt of and on that Ac- 
count had every Time been promis'd a Penſion of 200 J. 45 
but had never received any but one ſingle 100 /- That 

would not grudge the Expence of the Pri- 

vy-Seal, and of the Deductions. That the Time of Electing 
the Sixteen, was not ſo near as to occaſion any Reflection; 
and that 200 J. given without a Privy-Seal, would rather paſs 50 
for Bribery. | 

| of anſwered, That Promiſes of Penſions, 
formerly, had not been perform'd, nor, perhaps, made to be 
perform'd ; and, that even Privy-Seal Penſions, had not been 
paid in the late King's Time, but his preſent Majeſty was flow 55 
in Promiſing, but punctual in Payment. That his | 


had repreſented | paſt Services, and 
that his Penſion was ſettled, and would be regularly paid. 
Mr. {till inſiſted for the Privy-Seal, and ſaid, 


That meer Promiſes were uncertain; and without a Privy. 60 
5 Vwould never be paid 


h | | put 


Seal, perhaps 


— 


7 » 7 7 * 
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but one Year in ſeven; * ag lame bs and that if » 
Privy-Seal were granted, Ke would have a good Claim for 
every Year, and at an Election, could refuſe to vote the 

65 Court. Liſt, if Bygones were not firſt paid up to him. £2 
On this, ſaid, The Privy Seal ſhould be got, 


if he was a Month at London; for it was but to put 


on the Liſt of Privy Seal Penſions, in Place of 


. other, who would be as well fatisfied with a Promiſe. 
70 And of this, he defired the Brother to keep him in Remem- 
brance, by writing to when they were at 
London. 
Then carry'd them back to the Compiny, 
and gave the Brother a Letter to ON which he 
75 ſaid was an Anſwer to the | ' 
A few Days afterwards, the Brother BE” hl. were 
at a Tavern with where the Diſcourſe was 
_ 4 moſtly on Voting, and Penſion, and 
Fi * was alſo intreated to keep nn mind of 
1 80 his Promiſe, to get r for the Brothers; 
uf, and whereof the deſired the Brother to write to him 
. when at London. 

When and returned to Edinburgh, 
about the End of April, or the Beginning of May, 1734, 
$5 the Brother inform'd Mr. that he had waited-on 

or ind undertook that 
would, at the enſuing Election, vote the 'Court- 
Lift, if the Promiſes given laſt Year were made good ; arid the 
Brother ſent Mr. to for his Proxy, 
90 blank; but the inclin'd to vote in Perſon: Where- 


him to ſtay at Home, and ſend his Proxy. The Brother not 
returning, ſo ſoon as was expected, Mr. Provoſt 
(or Mayor) of did, on the 23d of May, tell Mr. 
95 that being uneaſy at the Proxys 
not yet coming, had ſent an Expreſs to the Brother about it; 
who had anſwer d, that | declin'd to give 

one. And Provoſt | further repreſented, That 
had got a younger Brother of a 

100 Commiſſion to be Captain of a Man of War. That the 
Backwardneſs to give the Proxy, might hurt both his 

and his Brother ; ; and, that therefore, 
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upon the Brother went to him in the Country, to perſwade 


. deſired Mr. tao peak with him, the fail 'Mr. 
1 anſwered, That he ſuppoſed | 

15 10; Backwardneſs, proceeded from not procuring 
44 the Privy-Seal he had promiſed : And, tho! he had made his 
5 Brother a Captain of a Man of War, yet his . Cir- 
wy cumſtances required ſomething to be done for himſelf: Pro- 
. voſt reply'd, That he believed the Penſion promiſed 
15 110 was procur'd, and that would ſatisfy him about 
pg it. Mr, on this, ſaid, That he could not then Wait 
© | on 


| 


boy 


if on being in an Hour or two to go fromTown, to the 
m for "Veſt Country; but would by Poſt write to 
the to ſend his Proxy to his. Brother, or to himſelf; and Mr, 

Ee accordingly did immediately write to the 115 
got, As Mr. was going to his Horſe, Provoſt 
| came to him, and deſired him to. go to 
© of in the Country, and get his Proxy ſent in; which he (Mr. 
miſe. J ) ſaid he would do in due Time, and when he had 
nem- diſpatched his other Affairs; and would return to n 120 
re at the 2d or 3d of June at furtheſt. | 

* Mr. accordingly waited on in 
Any, the Country, who told him he had ſent his Proxy to his Bro- 

h he ther at Edinburgh, with Directions, to diſpoſe of it to the 

5D beſt Advantage, as ſaid Mr. would direct, who his 125 
were | ſuppoſed was at Edinburgh ; and to whom 

was had wrote a Latter for that Purpoſe by his Bro- 


ther; and he therefore intreated Mr. to haſten back 

to Edinburgh, and to aſſiſt his Brother in diſpoſing of his . 

Proxy. 130 
Mr. Kal rriving at Edinburgh the 2d of June, 

found that the Brother had filled up the Blank in the Proxy, 

and given it to and the Brother gave this 

Reaſon for his Conduct, That he found nothing was to be 

got for it but from the Court. Party; and that he had made no 135 

new Bargain at delivering it to becauſe he 

underſtood the Court had ſo great a Majority, as not to need 

it much, and had not waited for Mr. coming to 

Town, leſt by this Delay it might have been ſlighted, but ſaid | 


that Mr. f might go to and try 140 


ade what could be got. 
mos On the next Day, the 3d of has, the Brother and Mr. 
voft went to and asked what had 
Mr 5 - been done on the Promiſes made to 
4 8 | anſwered, That the Penſion would certainly be 145 
it's made good, bat that it was not proper to ſpeak of it to 
ive till the Election was over: That he 
had accepted the Proxy to ſerve 

a the Court having too great a Majority to need 
5 it; and if Mr. was not ſatisfied with this, he 150 
his would give it back to him to be diſpoſed of as he thought beſt 
5 for Advantage, and that he 
Ir. could not have accepted of it, if 
i had known the Backwardneſs to 
9 grant it, but that he — — [Fur and twenty Lines 155 
his left out.] 
21 On the 2oth of Fane, deſired the Brother 
A to bring Mr, to get Payment of 
ed Penſion; and early upon the 22d in the Morn- 
ut ing, the Brother and he waited on at his 160 
alt Lodgings - (Tivo Lines left out. and ö 
On | 7 b 2 coming 


Tire) y | 
; coming into the Room, gave to Me: 
200 J. Sterl. in Bank Notes, as the Penſion due to 
| at Midſummer, 1734. — [Seventeen Lines 
left out.] | W TORR 1D 


Nums. IV. 


The Evidence of the 
Concerning the 


A was willing to have made Oathy- 
that in the Month of nn 1733, in a deliberate and 
ſerious Converſation, the ſaid to him, that 


being poor, and needing Aſſiſtance to provide for his Children, 

he had engaged to Vote for the Miniſterial Liſt of the Sixteen 

5 and on that account had received two 

hukdred Pounds Ster/ing, ready Money, and a Promiſe of a 

yearly Penſion of two hundred Pounds Sterling, and of a Com- 

+ miſſion i in the Army to his Son and of one in 
ae er in Edinburgh to his other Son 


10 MB. That theſe Commiſſions were accordingly given to his 
Sons, is publickly known, and appears in the Books at the 
reſ pective Offices where ſuch 3 are e regiſter d. 


That the Penſion has been paid to te ? 
appears ſrom a Converſation which his ſaid Son 
15 had in December, 1734. with a Gentleman in Edinburgh (who 
& - could make Oath of it) concerning a Bill for about thirty 
Pounds Sterling from London, which fſaid his 
Father had ordered him to anſwer out of the firſt Payment, to 
be made to him the ſaid as Attorney or Factor 
20 for his Father, of the Penſion given to his Father about the 
Time of the Election of the the Gentleman having 
objected, that nobody would truſt the Honouring of his Bill 
to the Payment of a Court Penſion ; which, promiſed with the 
ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, was often neglected when the Job was 


25 over. Mr. anſwered, that there was no fear of 
it in his Father's Caſe, for the ' - (one of 
the | } paid it to 
him on his Father s Account pundctually, within 


two or three Days of the ſeveral TIO of Payment. 
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_ Evidence 


concerning the of” 

HE ar” expreſsly told the 1 

of | that he was promiſed either by Sir 

| or the g of that if he 
the of would vote for the Miniſterial 
Lift at the Election of the he himſelf 


ſhould be one of the Number, and ſhould alſo be made one of 5 


the Court of Police, the Salary whereof for a is eight 


hundred Pounds Sterling yearly, and that he had , 


engaged to vote for the faid Liſt. 


N. B. This Declaration was made by the of 
to the ſaid of 10 
in the Preſence of [Two Eines left aut.! 


[Four Lines left out.) That he is made one of the: 
Court of Police, appears from the Records, and is pub- 
lickly known, | | 
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